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JRW: Transportations

Alternative
Meal Option
for Student
Dining

Becoming Tradition

by Kaitlyn Monast '13
Asst. News Editor

Campus News

Junior Ring Weekend. By the name,
one would assume the weekend
revolved around getting class rings
and possibly celebrating Providence
College. However, according to Steve
Sears, Associate Vice President
of
Student Affairs, those three words
have been "directly correlated with
alcohol consumption and transports."
For the past two years the number
of transports during JRW has steadily
increased. This past JRW, during the
weekend of No v. 11 th-13th, ten students
were transported. This number has
increased by three students from last
year's seven transports, and is more
than double the four students that
were transported two years ago.
"JRW is our highest weekend of the
year for transports," said Sears.
Sears emphasized the correlation
between not just JRW and alcohol
consumption, but specifically Special
Events Night. Nine out of this year's ten
transports were during Special Events
Night, or as students call it, club night.
Two years ago club night was moved
on campus in an attempt to decrease
the issues that arise from alcohol use.
However, a majority of the transports
occurred on campus, while only one
student was transported during the
formal night at Venus de Milo.

by Meghan Conway '12
News Staff

Campus News
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Hungry for a new meal plan? You
are in luck! A 75-block meal plan will
be available at the start of the Spring
2011 semester. Students living in oncampus apartments, students living
off campus, and commuter students
are qualified for the new meal plan,
which costs $900. The 75-block meal
plan allows students to eat 75 meals
in Raymond Dining Hall during the
course of one semester.
"A student with this meal plan can
eat in Ray four times one week and 12
the next. It's up to them," said Gene
Robbins, Manager of Campus Cards
Systems. "Each time you eat in Ray,
one meal count gets deducted from
your meal plan."
The Providence College Dining
Services and Student Congress Dining
Committee collaborated in designing
the new 75-block meal plan to offer
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Students Deface Davis
by Jordan Frias '11
Asst. News Editor

Campus News

On Sunday, Dec. 6, between
the hours of 2:30 a.m. and 7 a.m.,
residents of Davis Hall defiled the
first floor stairwell. An opened can
of ravioli was found on the last step
of the stairs while its contents were
smeared all over the wall above the
railing. The messy scene remained
there throughout the day until a
Eurest worker was able to tend to it
early Monday morning.
"[The mess] was there all day
and no e-mails were sent out, no
nothing," Sonia Penso '11 said. "It
doesn't make students feel safe or
respected anyways."
A
mysterious
sign
reading
"Respect your Hurley worker and
everyone else you animal(s)" was
posted above the mess on the wall
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On Saturday, Dec. 4, between the hours of 2:30 a.m. and 7 a.m., students smeared ravioli on the staircase of Davis,
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Fri 10

Mostly 33°
Cloudy 30°

7:00 p.m. "A
Season of Gifts,"
Ryan Concert
Hall
8:00 p.m.
Christmas Movie
Night, McPhail's

Sat 11

Partly
Cloudy

Sun 12

Mostly
Cloudy

42°
34°

12 p.m.-4 p.m.
FairTrade
Holiday Gift
Sale, Lower
Slavin

9:00 p.m. BOP
Study Break:
Dunkin Donuts,
McPhail's

Wed 15

Mon 13

42°
21°

9:00 p.m. BOP
Study Break:
Antonio's Pizza,
McPhail's

Partly 33°
Cloudy 22°
9:00 p.m. BOP
Study Break:
La Creperie,
McPhail's

Snow
Showers

32°
25°

9:00 p.m. BOP
Study Break:
Wendy's,
McPhail's

Thurs16

Rain/ 35°
Snow 23°

9:00 p.m. BOP
Study Break:
Jersey Mike's,
McPhail's

2:00 p.m.
PC Men's Ice
Hockey vs.
Quinnipiac,
Schneider Arena
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Grant Supports Study Abroad Program
Grant Provides PC with Two Scholarships, Diversity and Service Learning, Giving More Students the Option to Study Abroad
by Jordan Frias '11
Asst. News Editor

Campus News

He
believes
that this grant will
greatly
benefit
underrepresented
populations
at
the College, like
first
generation
students
and
minority students
who should have
the
opportunity
to study abroad
regardless
of
finances.
"Even a week or ten days in
another culture is transformative,"
said Shanley.
The Santander grant would also
help cover the added expenses of
study abroad, such as plane tickets
and visas. Shanley explained how an
Australian visa costs $570 on average
for an American student and could be
a small burden on the average student.
This grant could cover such costs.
One of the most popular study
abroad
locations
for
students,
according to Shanley, is Spain,
particularly Barcelona. Thirty out
of the 40 plus students who studied
abroad in Spain this past year
studied in Barcelona, the birthplace
of St. Dominic.

Santander

Since need-based aid has been made
portable, the Center for International
Studies (CIS) has also secured extra
support for those wishing to study
abroad. Adrian Beaulieu, Dean of
CIS, wrote up a proposal to Santander
Universities, part of Sovereign Bank,
requesting that Providence College
Their commitment to increase
receive a grant for study abroad
international
opportunities
for
scholarship expansion about a month
students in universities and schools
ago. His request was approved and a
nationwide has been successful. Nine
signing ceremony was held in Harkins
hundred colleges have received the
Hall yesterday afternoon.
Santander grant for study abroad
The ceremony began with an
expenses, making Providence College
opening address by Dr. Hugh Lena,
901 on the list.
Senior Vice President of Academic
The Santander gran t that the school
Affairs, who explained how the
signed will provide Providence
College developed an interest in
College students with two possible
study abroad opportunities for
scholarships: a diversity scholarship
students in 1962 and opened its
grant or a service learning grant.
Center for International Studies in
The diversity grant will provide a
2007. According to Lena, the number
semester's worth of funding abroad
of students going abroad this year
if they are Pell Grant recipients, first
has increased by 150 percent from the
generation students, or have high
time of its inception.
financial needs. The service learning
Fr. Brian J. Shanley, president of the
grant will go to students who, while
College, spoke about
abroad,
plan
his goal to achieve
to work with
AND THOUGH I ENJOYED MY TIME SPENT AT PC MY
30 percent student
non-profit
participation in study EXPERIENCE ABROAD HAS STAYED WITH ME FOREVER
organizations,
abroad
programs
hold
while
enrolled
at
Providence
Gabriel Jaramillo, CEO and President of internships, work in an orphanage,
College. During his junior year at Sovereign Bank, explained how Sovereign or partake in independent study
the College, Shanley studied abroad became internationalized about fifteen projects for academic credit.
in Fribourg, Switzerland, at a time years ago and now is one of the top financial
Katherine Jacobs, CIS Coordinator
when Switzerland and England were banks in the world. One of Sovereign's main of study abroad programs, is "ecstatic"
the only abroad programs offered by goals is to positively impact a community that these grants will benefit students
the College.
by providing financial resources to those that come to her office.
"And though I enjoyed my time who truly need them.
"It's a really exciting time for us," said
spent at PC, my experience abroad has
"We decided that higher education Jacobs. "There is really no reason for any
stayed with me forever," Shanley said.
was the right place to go," Jaramillo said. student not to study abroad now."

COURTESY OF COOGLE IMAGES

Lena and Shanley then introduced
Sonia Penso '11, a Global Studies and
Spanish major who recently participated
in study abroad programs to Nicaragua
and Argentina. Penso described being
abroad as both a "challenging and
rewarding" experience. In Nicaragua,
she participated in a program called
Un Teno Para Mi Pais (A Roof for My
Country) where she worked with
female psychologists, media personnel,
and police officers to empower and
reform inner city youth involved in
gang violence. She also worked with
youth violence in Argentina where
undocumented native bom adolescence
are deemed voiceless within their
communities. Penso will compare youth
violence in these two areas to each other
and that of America in her independent
study final project.
Kim Schanz '11 who studied
abroad in Barcelona last semester,
was invited to attend the ceremony
by CIS and was impressed by
Penso's presentation.
"[This grant] will definitely give students
the opportunity to spread their wings and
help people around the world and outside
their community," Schanz said.
The ceremony came to a close once
Shanley signed the grant agreements
with Jaramillo.

Christmas Trees on Campus Inspire Students to Give
by Micaela Cameron '13
News Staff

Campus News

Now that Thanksgiving has
massed, and the holiday season
ooms ahead, it is not uncommon
:o see festive decorations adorning
various
dorms
and
academic
buildings
on
campus.
Paper
mowflakes hang from windows
Tat overlook the quad, red and
jreen tinsel adorn the walls, and
Christmas trees are a common sight
iround the College. However, two
Christmas trees on campus serve a
ar deeper purpose than decoration.
The Christmas trees that sit at the
mtrance of Raymond Hall and in the
zhapel basement were not simply placed
here to elicit holiday cheer. These two
:rees are a reminder of those who are in
reed during the holiday season.
"The Giving Tree is a program
■un all over the country to collect
Christmas presents for children in
reed in local communities," said
iheila Bambrick, '12, coordinator of
Children's Outreach.
The goal of the Giving Tree is
o collect donations of presents
or children in need and to
listribute them at the Smith Hill
Carly Childhood Learning Center,
ocated in the Smith Hill section
>f Providence, and the Joslin
Community Center, located on
\mherst Street in Providence. The
living Tree has been accepting
lonations in the form of both

BILLY NAWROCKI ’12 / THE COWL

Students choose a tag from the tree and purchase a gift that will benefit children in need.

Tree, these will be the only Christmas
presents they will receive this year,"
said Bambrick.
"The program has donated to
Smith Hill Early Childhood Center
and Joslin Community Center in
the past, so the number is probably
similar to the amount of people
participating this year. We are
collecting presents for 111 children.
We had 222 ornaments for children,
one with their clothing requests
and one with toy requests.
We
also made ten ornaments with
requests for games for the Joslin
Community Center.
All the
ornaments have been taken, so we
are expecting to receive presents
for all the children. There were
also envelopes on the tree for cash
donations," said Bambrick.
Bambrick spoke of her experience
thus far.
"I am so lucky to be involved
with this program," she said. "I
volunteer at Smith Hill and Joslin
Community Center, so I know
almost all of the children. I am
so excited that they are receiving
these presents!
I am able to
see the incredible generosity of
Providence College students and
I am so grateful to everyone who
is participating in the Giving
Tree. They are truly making a child
happy this Christmas."
Donations
__________
are

presents and money since Nov. We have committed volunteers
11, and will continue to accept working with these organizations
donations until Dec. 10.
weekly.
We know the children
"The
Smith
Hill
F \
FOR SOME OFTHECHILDREN..THESE WILL BE THE ONLY deKveraHe
A°
Childhood
McGuirk
in
CHRISTMAS
PRESENTS
THEY
WILL
RECEIVE
THIS
YEAR
Learning
Campus
Ministry
Center
and
Center in St. Dominic
Joslin
Community
Center
are here and we know the needs of Chapel by December 10.
two organizations that Children's the children here. For some of the
Outreach sends students to volunteer, children benefiting from the Giving
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Congress Agrees with Program Initiations
Congress Ends Semester With Five
Pieces of Legislation Passed
by Jordan Frias 'll
Asst. News Editor

Student Congress

The last Student Congress meeting
for the fall semester ended in
agreement on Tuesday, Dec. 7. Five
pieces of legislation were approved
by 36 votes to zero.
The first piece of legislation that was
voted on was on the implementation
of the PC Pedals Program. Students
at Providence College will one day
be allowed to rent bicycles from the
College once this approval is accepted
by administration.
Congress then discussed another
rental program for the students, this one
involving cars. This piece of legislation
calls for the use of a "Hertz" connection
program or similar vehicle rental program.
According to Congress, this will increase
transportation options for students and
support green initiatives on campus.
With the $10 increase to our PC
Prints account on Tuesday morning,
Pete Van Name 'll proudly defended
his recommendation to double students'
current allotment of pages for printing.
Skye Hawkins '12 suggested a friendly
amendment to this legislation that will
specifically ask the school to cut the cost
of pages in half rather than increase the
amount of money allotted. The cost of a
double-sided print job would be reduced
to four cents per page instead of eight
cents per page, while a single-sided page

would be five cents rather than ten. Pages
in color would remain at 50 cents per page.
Congress then approved legislation
on election changes in terms of voting
in executive officers of clubs and
organizations on campus. This piece
recognizes the use of Angel for campus
wide elections rather than paper ballots. It
also allows for a faculty member from the
Information Technology Department to
count the electronic votes, and does away
with the poHcy that candidates can only
spend up to thirty minutes in the dining
facilities on campus.
With diversity being the topic
of choice lately with the closing of
Balfour, Congress approved legislation
that would ask administration to hire
a Chief Diversity Officer (CDO) with
the consideration of two students
who would also take part in the
hiring process. This recommendation
was the result of the Strategic Plan
for Diversity that Congress released
earlier this year.
Congress members asked Liane
Nadeau '11, President of Congress,
exactly where these students would
come from and when the CDO would
be hired. Nadeau responded by saying
that the selection process for students
is a "discussion to be had" and that
this piece of legislation is "a good
first step" at improving diversity on
campus. As the strategic plan states,
the CDO would be a member of higher
administration who would improve
diversity throughout the campus in
terms of hiring more faculty of color
and recruiting more students of color.

This Week In Con
Legislation Passed
Legislation passed by Congress will be presented to
Administration for furthur review
- PC Pedals Program
The Legislation calls for the implementation and maintenance
of a bike rental program for students. This was presented to
Congress by Patricia Carroll 'll and her Intro to PoliSci class.

- The Car Rental program
This legislation was recommended to further the College's
commitment to green initiatives and increase transportation
options.
- PC Prints Legislation
This legislation suggests that the school should charge half as
much as they do now for certain print jobs or give students
double the amount of printing money alloted.
- Election Changes
This updates outdated legislation concerning campus-wide
elections.

- Legislation on Diversity
This piece calls for the hiring of a Chief Diversity Officer with
the aid of two undergraduate students who will serve on the
search committee once school is back in session.

Physical Space Necessary For Multicultural Students?
by Shannon Cordeiro '11
News Staff

Campus News

Multiculturalism has been a topic of
heated debate since the reorganization
of the Balfour Center last summer.
Providence College administration
pledged to heed recommendations
made by students in regard to the future
of multiculturalism here on campus.
On Dec. 7, Public Service Program 301:
Diversity and Community Service, taught
by the collaborative efforts of Professor
Althea Graves and Dr. Ellen Salvatore,
sponsored an open forum on the creation
of a new multicultural space on campus.
Brittany Foster '13 and Samantha Fairless
T2 led the discussion at the forum.
Nedzer Erilus, interim director of
the programming functions at the
Balfour Office of Multicultural Affairs,
initiated discussion, stating that "There
has been a lot of unrest and discomfort
among multicultural students over the
lack of space."
The Balfour Center was a resource,
a community space that multicultural
students enjoyed. The space where
these students were able to interact
and get resources is no longer available
to them. Is it necessary to have a space?
If so, what will it look like? Such
discussions are necessary because
they present recommendations that
stimulate change.
In order to commence discussion
on a multicultural space, students
of need to understand what the
word "multicultural" means. Foster
emphasizes that "The multicultural

center should be for every one of
all
cultures."
Multiculturalism
is defined as the interaction and
communication between people of
different cultures and diversity. In
order for multiculturalism to subsist,
the mentality of "us" versus "them"
must be eradicated. Many participants
in the open forum were unsure of
what the Balfour Center was, or
had recently gained insight because
of the attention it gained this past
summer. Some who were not Martin
Luther King Scholarship recipients
felt that the Balfour Center was a
place in which they did not belong.
Admittedly, the Balfour Center was
not a space used by the majority.
For this reason, its significance (and
office) was often overlooked by
students. Fairless stresses that "even if
the Balfour Center wasn't used by the
majority, it was used by people who
felt like they needed it. The loss of it
is upsetting."
The loss of the Balfour Center
indubitably eHdted reactions from the
student population, but does it have an
impact on the decisions of prospective
students? Graves emphasizes that if the
family of a prospective minority group
is on a PC tour and sees "a campus that
is majority white, these students' parents
are going to want to make sure that their
child has somewhere to go if they feel
uncomfortable." Data is not provided as to
whether or not the loss of the Balfour Center
has shifted the number of prospective
students interested in studying at the
College. Steven Sears, Dean of Student
Affairs, does emphasize, however, that "if
we build it, they will come."
Participants had differing views on
where the center should be physically
located. Some suggested that it

should be located on upper campus
where there is higher traffic; others
proposed it being on lower campus.
The physical location of the center
is difficult to imagine because all of
the areas on campus are currently
being used, yet discussion carried on.
Participants agreed that the Balfour
Center should exude diversity by
sporting colored walls and culturally
inspired artwork. The visual appeal of
the new center should inspire curious
students of all cultures to stop in.
The presentation of the new center
itself could elude communication
between
multicultural
students
Regardless, Sears claims that what

is most important is that the new
multicultural center is "educational,
intentional and a tool that encourages
communication." The consensus was
that the center must essentially break
stereotypes by properly functioning
as a promoter of multiculturalism and
diversity here at the College. Fairless
underlines the PSP 301 class as one
that hones positive multicultural
attitudes and as "a tribute of what can
one day be PC." Discussions are being
amplified throughout the campus
about multiculturalism and diversity
at the College. As Sears emphasizes,
"People need to keep talking for
administration to hear."

Phillips Memorial Library HOURS
READING AND EXAM PERIODS
Friday, December 10
Saturday, December 11
Sunday, December 12
Monday, December 13
Tuesday, December 14
Wednesday, December 15
Thursday, December 16
Friday, December 17
Saturday, December 18
Sunday, December 19
Monday, December 20
Tuesday, December 21
Wednesday, December 22
Thursday, December 23

8:00 a.m. - 2:00 a.m.
8:00 a.m. - 2:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.-2:00 a.m.
8:00 a.m.-2:00 a.m.
8:00 a.m.-2:00 a.m.
8:00 a.m.-2:00 a.m.
8:00 a.m.-2:00 a.m.
8:00 a.m.-2:00 a.m.
8:00 a.m.-2:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.-2:00 a.m.
8:00 a.m.-7:00 p.m.
8:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.
8:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.
8:00 a.m.-7:00 p.m.
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Former Friar Spreads Democracy Abroad
Michael Sullivan '88 Trained in WarZones; Involved In Formation of Iraqi Constitution
by Ryan Post '14
News Staff

Campus News

Have you ever considered a
clandestine career working for the
American government in war and
terror-ravaged countries halfway
across the world? Such is the reality
for Providence College alumnus
Michael Sullivan,
an employee
of the State Department who has
worked in Bosnia, Kosovo, Iraq, and
Afghanistan, monitoring elections for
countries adopting the democratic
way of life, laying the foundation for
new Constitutions, and improving
human rights.
"Working
in
War
Zones,"
an installment of a Board of
Programmers (BOP) lecture series
was held Thursday, Dec. 2 in
Aquinas Lounge. A DJ on WDOM,
member of the Friars Club, and
runner on the Men's Track and Field
Team, Sullivan graduated from the
College in '88 and immediately
decided he wanted to work overseas.
Starting
his
global
career
in Bosnia, Sullivan worked on
refugee camps, putting his efforts
into improving the lives of many
Bosnians who were in states of
"near
desperation."
Sullivan
said that training for work in
violent countries can vary greatly
depending on the organization one
is working with and the content
depends on the job description. In
Bosnia, Sullivan was not working
with the State Department and said
"for Iraq and Afghanistan, I trained
for months, but in Bosnia all I had
was a driving test—which I failed,"
said Sullivan.
Following his tenure in Bosnia,
Sullivan moved to Kosovo where
he worked for the Organization
for Security and Co-operation in
Europe (OSCE), helping to build
a democracy in a country torn
between Serbian and Albanian

Radifiers of the Iraqi Constitution stand in front of the country’s flag.

societies.
Sullivan explained that
Americans were not looked upon as
friends during his stay there in the
mid 1990s. "I had to say I was there
[in Kosovo] studying architecture.
Many of the Russians there assumed
we [Americans] were all CIA, and
we knew they were all KGB," said
Sullivan, inspiring laughter among
the crowd.
Sullivan's next destination with
the OSCE was Iraq where he, along
with a large number of fellow
Americans, pushed federalism and
democracy after the fall of Sadaam
Hussein.
Sullivan discussed the
difficulties of achieving accurate
and safe democratic voting in a
country such as Iraq. He explained
that after an individual had voted,
he or she would have his or her
finger dipped in blue dye to prevent
re-voting.
"Unfortunately, this
made them a target for those who
didn't support democracy," said
Sullivan. He also explained that an

accurate count of the votes was near
impossible, and the best he and the
Iraqi officials could hope for was a
good estimate.
"There's always a final count of
the votes, and then what actually
occurred to get that number," said
Sullivan, implying that there was a
decent amount of fraud occurring in
the back rooms of voting centers.
Sullivan is currently working with
the State Department in Kandahar,
Afghanistan, located in the southern
region of the country. He described

the

the area as "a heartland where all of
the Afghan leaders come from and
insurgency occurs." Kandahar has
also been the temporary home for
American politicians, including expresidential candidates John Kerry
and John McCain. Sullivan lives in a
20 by eight foot "storage container" in
Kandahar where he dedicates almost
every waking hour to work. "It's better
than McDermott, actually," said the
Providence alumnus.
The current goal of Sullivan
and the State Department is to
encourage the Afghanis to move to
a more formal method of justice.
In many areas of the country, the
people rely on the traditional
method of justice where the
community's
elders
determine
innocence, guilt, and punishments.
When asked if he believed the American
presence was welcomed in Afghanistan,
Sullivan said that the Afghans are more
likely now to believe that the government
is present to help them, but "democracy
is too far away in their minds to be
something to be troubled with." Sullivan
is currently on break, and said that he will
return to Kandahar soon to continue his
work with the State Department and the
Afghani people.
Sigourney Considine '12 of BOP took
the leading role in recruiting Sullivan to
return to his alma mater to speak. "I heard
about him from another member on the
[BOP] committee, but I couldn't find him
anywhere on the Alumni Relations site,"
said Considine. Due to the private nature
of his work with the government, contact
details for Sullivan were not readily
available. "I was able to get his contact
information from his old roommate at PC,
and he seemed excited to come."

BRYANT

GRADUATE PROGRAMS
The Bryant University Graduate School of Business prepares students for success in their
chosen professions. As a graduate, you will join an impressive alumni community that
includes industry leaders across the country and around the world.

The Bryant MBA One-Year Program
Full-time, day program for all majors
• No professional experience necessary
• Distinguish yourself in a competitive job market
• Gain hands-on experience with the Business Practicum

The Bryant MBA Two-Year Program
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Newest Faculty Member Aids in Online Publishing
MarkCaprio, Librarian Cataloger Helps Students and Faculty Members Digitalize Their Work
by Shannon Cordeiro '11
News Staff

Feature Faculty

Tired of fliping through old newspaper
articles? Mark Caprio, Librarian Cataloger
at Phillips Memorial Library, provides a
digital alternative.
Caprio has been at Providence
College for one year, working with
Digital Services and Cataloguing, and
was actually a freshman at the College
in 1977. Prior to coming to work at
PC, he worked as an Instructional
Technician and a Digital Program
Manager at Boston College for eight
years. One of the main objectives of
his work here is to help faculty and
students publish their work.
Digital Commons is the publishing
platform, a digital service that provides
open access to publications on the Web.
Here, intellectual output, including
undergraduate theses and journals,
are
published.
Digital
Commons
also enables students and faculty to
browse Providence College events
and conference Collections, Academic
Department publication archives, and
the featured collection, The Cowl. The Cowl
began publication on Nov. 16,1935. The
editions from 1935-1936 were digitized
first. The issues from the 1960s-1970s
are now being digitized. All editions
will continue to be digitized until all
editions are available for viewing. Julie
Kliever, Acting Acquisitions Librarian, is
the driving force of digitizing The Cowl,
most recently promoting The Cowl's
75th Anniversary. She excitedly shares
that the site "has received lots of hits."
Another field of interest for alumni and
students alike is in the Sports section of
The Cowl. These editions can be found
in the Special Collections and Archives,
managed by librarian for special and
archive collection, Russell Franks. Caprio

Machines like this one are used to digitalize items from archives,

emphasizes that these collections are "a
good way of learning about interesting
research on PC."
Digital Commons is an institutional
repository, which is a tool that collects
all of a university's research in one place,
as a means of preserving and allowing
access to that research. It is an excellent
means for the publication of working
papers and articles. A current project
that Caprio is taking part in with Digital
Commons, along with Chris Landry,
Debbie Angelo and Rachel Golub,
is digitizing Inti, a project proposed
by Professor Carmosino, Associate
Professor of Modem Languages at PC.
Inti has been publishing the academic
research on Latin America and
Spanish Peninsular letters. It has also

If you were on the Ad
Staff, this space would be
filled by a real ad
The Cowl is currently
looking for students to be
part of the Ad Staff.
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provided opportunities for creative
writing in the Hispanic world. All of
these volumes will be digitized to be
fully available on the Web, without a
subscription. The project is currently
halfway completed. Another project
surrounds the Bruce Graver Collection
on John Greenleaf Whittier. Dr. Bruce
Graver, Professor of English at PC,
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donated books on John Greenleaf
Whittier, editor and contributor for
various abolitionist newspapers and
magazines. Currently, work is brewing
on creating a page that links to a
digitized correspondence, including a
series of seven video lectures.
What is the process of digitizing?
Digitizing volumes is actually a
multi-step process. Step one is to
make sure that PC has the rights to
publish these volumes. Conveniently,
PC owns the copyright for a majority
of special collections. Also, it is vital
to take into consideration what PC
wants people to have open access to.
Next, the material must be scanned,
either by two cameras that are
mounted and diagonally take pictures
of the material, or simply through
flatbread scanning. Optical character
recognition occurs here. ABBYY looks
at the shapes and transforms them
to digital text. It takes time because
in the process an in depth review
must happen to review for errors.
Step three is reformatting. Next, one
has to distinguish to either create
a PDF file or an XML file. During
this process there is a reanalysis
of the text to give meaning to the
text. Lastly, one has to decide the
presentation of this material. Should
it be a PDF or a webpage? These are
such decisions that Mark Caprio
and the Digital Commons crew are
responsible for. So next time you are
searching through Digital Commons,
submitting scholarly publications or
simply looking up sports scores in
The Cowl, you know who to thank.
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MEAL PLAN: Sodexo Targets
Off-Campus Residents

DAVIS:
Vandalism
Occurs in
Multiple
Forms

Continued from front page

upperclassmen living in apartments
on or off campus, as well as commuter
students, a more suitable dining option.
"We've found that the seven meals
per week is often too many for students,
while students with no meal plan often
wish they had an opportunity to dine in
Ray a few times per week," said Robbins.
"This meal plan would offer students
more opportunity to decide when they
want to eat in Ray and when they feel like
eating in their apartment or somewhere
else; and I think this flexibility is what
students want," said Kristen Chambers '12.
Meals cannot be carried over from
one semester to the next with this
meal plan, and there are no Friarbucks
included. However, unlike students
with no meal plan, Friarbucks can
be added to the PC card through the
Online Card Office. Also, like all meal
plans, students are limited to one
boxed lunch per day.
With the 75-block meal plan,
students can have roughly five meals
per week. The seven-meal plan is
$1,480 per semester, in comparison to
the $900 per semester for the 75-block
meal plan.
"It provides a lot of flexibility for
upperclassmen who maybe can't get to
the grocery store and want to have dinner
in Ray a few times a week," said Robbins.
Students who wish to sign up for
this meal plan for next semester must
do so by Jan. 10.

Continued from front page

Seventy-five-block meal plan simple option for students.

"So far we've seen students changing
from the seven meal plan to the 75-block
meal plan and students who didn't have
a meal plan getting the 75-block meal
plan, which is what we were really
hoping to see."
"This is a great option for me
because some weeks I don't use my
meals at all and other weeks I wish I
had more," said Emily Flood '12.
In addition to the new 75-block meal
plan, Raymond Dining Hall will be
extending its dining hours. Instead of
closing between lunch hours and dinner

COURTESY OF GOOGLE IMAGES

hours, the cafeteria will remain open
from 3 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday through
Friday. The food stations available during
this time period are limited to deli, pizza,
salad bar, desserts, beverages, and cereal.
Another project in the works for
Providence College dining is the
possibility of a Pizza Truck coming to
campus on weekend nights in the vicinity
of Davis Hall and Bedford Hall. Although
this project is still underway, Robbins
hopes students will be able to purchase
fresh pizza using PC Cash between the
hours of 9 p.m. and 2 a.m.

JRW: Sears
Comments
on Transports
Continued from front page
Unlike formal night where students
who were 21 were allowed to purchase
alcohol, during Special Events Night no
alcohol was served. During both nights
precautions were made to decrease the
amount of alcohol brought into the event.
"During the Special Events Night,
we had a contracted security company,
a police officer, a fire marshal, PC
security staff, and EMTs," said Sharon
Hay, dean of Student Programming.
"At the formal venue, we had Swansea
police officers at the request of Venus
de Milo, PC security, and EMTs."
Hay hired a security company
after in-depth background checks and
researching their methods at other
colleges. The security company used a
pat-down method to find any alcohol
students were attempting to bring into
the JRW events.
Though many students were
appalled at the pat-down methods
of the security, the company
discovered 12 students and five
guests with alcohol on them during could return to the event, go back can't continue to put students in a
a JRW event.
to their room, or needed medical position where there is the possibility
If a student was found with assistance. This was done through of harming themselves or others,"
questions
about
their he said. "With regards to the Special
alcohol the alcohol was confiscated, a asking
security report was written, and they location and name, by taking their Events Night, is there another way of
were not allowed to attend that day's blood pressure, heart rate, and having a good, well-planned, fun event
where
students are
event. They were
---------------------allowed to attend
JUNIOR RING WEEKEND IS DIRECTLY CORRELATED not intoxicated?)//1
the other events. WITH ALCOHOL CONSUMPTION AND TRANSPORTS
With the core
for next year's JRW
Not only were
17 students in total found with determining whether the student already chosen, Sears said he is already
working with them to come up with
alcohol, but also during Special had vomitted or felt nauseous.
After the evaluation, SAIL staff other measures.
Events Night, approximately 25
Even though the theme for JRW this
to 30 students were evaluated for members made the decision as to
whether the students would be allowed year was "a Ring to Remember," with
intoxication.
"If a student appeared to be highly back into the event. If transported, the all the attention of JRW being about
intoxicated, he/she was escorted to an student was not allowed to attend the the issues of alcohol most, students
have forgotten about the rings and
other JRW events.
EMT for evaluation," said Hay.
Sears continued, speaking about Junior Ring Week has turned into
The EMTs evaluated students
to help determine whether they the need for other options. "We Junior Transport Weekend.

after 3 p.m. that Sunday. Penso and
her roommate, Stephanie Blake
'11, feel that this sign is an accurate
response to students that disrespect
the Eurest workers with blatant
forms of vandalism and defilement.
Both residents of Davis witnessed
the Eurest worker apologize for the
actions of these unknown students
while cleaning up the mess.
"It's embarrassing," Blake said.
"That's a reflection of us as students.
The school should hold students more
responsible for [things] like that."
Members of Residence Life refused to
respond to the incident in question and
were unaware that the event had even
occurred. No reports on the matter were
sent to their offices during the week.
That same day, students on the
sixth floor of Davis woke up to
peanuts strewn across the corridor
of their floor, followed by several
empty packets.
"If anyone had a peanut allergy, it
would have been detrimental," said
Mary Kate Champagne '12.
The weekend prior to this event,
Davis residents were fined for a
couch being placed in their building's
elevator. The building received a
fine for $150 as a result. Residents
discovered this fine via e-mail from
their Hall Director, Diana Proto.
"They are quick to fine us, but
God forbid they know what's going
on in their building," said Blake,
commenting about the fact that she
still has not been notified about the
ravioli incident.
Both Penso and Blake recently
received a friendly e-mail from the
Residential Advisor reminding them
of their floor meeting on Thursday
night, failing to mention recent
activities of disruptive residents.
The couch on the sixth floor
has been removed as a result. Dan
Cellars '12, a resident of Davis Hall,
says that couches being placed in
the elevators is a reoccuring theme
on the weekends.
"I saw the couch [in the elevator]
one Friday and pulled it out of there,"
Cellars said. "I'd rather do that than
deal with the repercussions."
Davis residents are perplexed by
the occurences and disapprove of their
peers' rebellious activities.
"It's pretty immature behavior.
Have more respect for where you're
living, where people are living.
And have respect for the workers,"
said Cellars.
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Among 18 to 24-year-olds in the United States,
injuries are the leading cause of death, and
alcohol is the leading contributor, being a
factor in more than 5,000 deaths in that age
group each year. To place that number in
perspective, it exceeds the total number of U.S.
soldiers who have died in the war in Iraq.*

’National Institute on Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism, Division of Epidemiology and
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Human Trafficking in Providence
by Ben Remillard '13
World Staff

United States
On Oct. 15, Andy Fakhoury
and Joseph Defeis, both 23, were
arrested for trafficking and enslaving
teenagers as young as 16 and putting
them to work as prostitutes. The men
are charged with bringing a 16-yearold from New York in 2007. Fakhoury
is accused of raping a 19-year-old
girl and forcing her into prostitution
from July to October of this year. The
Providence Journal reports that the men
are the first people in the state to be
prosecuted for human trafficking and
enslavement since prostitution was
made illegal in Rhode Island last year.
A friend of the 19-year-old tipped
off police about what was happening.
Police proceeded to contact the girl
through an online advertisement.
When an officer showed up at the
apartment at 123 Pinehurst St., the
woman offered to perform sexual
acts for money, which prompted the
officer to take her into custody. Police
arrested the men on initial charges
of marijuana possession, giving
prosecutors time to develop charges
for the forced prostitution. Police
then arrested the two men who were
found in another room. The woman
was escorted to the police station,
where she answered
questions
from the police before speaking to
advocates from Day One, a local
resource center dedicated to reduce
sexual abuse and violence.

Fakhoury has been charged with
three counts of felony trafficking and
three felony charges of involuntary
servitude. Defeis has been charged
with one of each of these charges, both
of which carry the possibility of up to
20 years in prison, with up to 20,000
dollars in fines. Both men are also
being charged with drug possession.
Both women have since returned to
their families.
In September, a court sentenced
Akouavi Afolabi to 27 years in prison,
her ex-husband received 24 years,
and their son received four and a half
years. Their crime involved holding a
human smuggling ring from 2002 to
2007 that forced women as young as 10
into work as hairdressers in Northern
New Jersey. They were charged with
holding about 20 women during
that time, providing fraudulent
visas for the women to come mainly
from Western Africa before forcing
them to work as hair braiders. Then
they locked them up whenever they
were not working, and denied them
earnings. The courts have demanded
that Mrs. Afolabi pay $3.9 million in
restitution to the women, reports the
Providence Journal.
Many of the women explained
that, while in captivity, they faced
"physical abuse, beatings with wood
or metal objects, extreme isolation,
sleeping on mattresses on floors in
filthy
conditions...and
sometime
sexual abuse," reports CNN. Their
phone calls would be monitored by
their captors. One of the girls said
that the women would often have to
work up to 14 hours a day, six to seven
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Above is an image of the bedroom where Akouavi Afolabi kept his victims. Afolabi was arrested
and sentenced to 27 years in prison.

days a week. Not knowing anyone
or anywhere to go only added to the
women's inability to escape.
CNN reports that five years after
the women began to be brought
in, U.S. Immigration and Customs
Enforcement officers received a tip
about the illegal operation. After
several months of observation, agents
stormed the house and rescued the
women. Out of the hundreds of
women that came into the studio over
the years, none of them knew what
was going on behind the scenes.
These are two kinds of incidents
that occur around the world every day.

While the scope, level, and locations
differ, the crime remain the same. The
recent arrests so close to Providence
College came as a shock to many
students, their families, professors,
and alumni. Lt. Michael Correia, the
head of the narcotics and organized
crime unit that investigated the case
in Providence, said that those two
girls are "victims of a bigger crime."
What must be remembered is that
this is not an isolated event. While
some of these victims are found and
recovered by police, the large majority
are not.

NASA Creates Arsenic-Based DNA
by Kevin Cassidy '11
World Staff

United States
Scientists have recently discovered
a form of bacteria that is able to thrive
on arsenic, according to CNN on
Dec. 3, 2010. The bacteria is from the
GFAJ-1 strain of the Halomonadacae
family. Arsenic is an element that
is considered toxic, and NASA
researchers are now wondering
whether the element might be located
on exoplanets. News of the discovery
was released earlier in the week when
the group of scientists admitted they
would discuss within the next few
days about an astrobiological finding
that would greatly impact the search
for evidence of extraterrestrial life.
Ariel Anbar of Arizona State
University, who worked on the
project with the group of scientists,
said, "Life as we know it requires
particular chemical elements and
excludes others. But are those the
only options? How different could life
be?" The scientists found the element
in Northern California's Mono Lake,
about 120 miles southeast of Lake
Tahoe. The lake was chosen because it
has limited amounts of phosphorous.
Instead, it has high salinity, high
alkalinity, and high levels of arsenic.
The phosphorous is considered the
essential nutrient in the biomolecules
of naturally occurring bacteria.
The breakthrough is influential
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California’s Mono Lake has limited amounts of phosphorous, a basic element of DNA. Instead, it
has a large amount of arsenic.

because it is the first time where an
organism was found to be able to
substitute one element for another.
As Wolfe-Simon, a scientist on the
project, said, "We've cracked open the
door to what's possible elsewhere in
the universe." The news could affect
the future of potential space missions
because it expands the building blocks
of life that we have assumed we know,
which are carbon, oxygen, nitrogen,
hydrogen, phosphorous, and sulfur.
Wolfe-Simon went on to say, "We

know that some microbes can breathe
arsenic, but what we've found is a
microbe doing something new—
building parts of itself out of arsenic.
If something here on Earth can do
something so unexpected, what else
can life do 1' it we haven't seen yet?"
The research will also change school
subjects in the sciences, including
topics on Earth's evolution, diseases,
microbiology, and organic chemistry.
The research and discovery was
made possible through the help

of NASA and scientists from the
U.S. Geological Survey, Duquesne
University,
Stanford
University,
Lawrence
Livermore
National
Laboratory, and
Arizona
State
University.
Spectators
following
the news had hoped NASA would
be making an announcement that
aliens were found on another planet.
Because of this speculation, discussion
has arisen from the findings on many
news Web sites.
The scientists believe the Earth
has evolved more than once and the
bacteria has existed for a long time,
but the scientists have been unable to
discover it because they do not know
what they are looking for. Scientist
Paul Davies of NASA and Arizona
State warned the public that the news
does not indicate that there are aliens
living within our universe or on the
earth. He said, "It can grow with
either phosphorous or arsenic. That
makes it very peculiar, though it falls
short of being some form of truly
'alien' life belonging to a different tree
of life with a separate origin."
In addition to the news regarding
the bacteria, NASA announced that
there are three times as many stars
and planets than they originally had
accounted for. All of the findings were
published on Friday in Science and
supported by NASA, the Department
of Energy, and the National Institutes
of Health.
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Finance 101
by: Joe Lepri '12

World Staff

Bush Tax Cut Extentions Pass in House
On
Dec.
2,
the
House of
Representatives
passed
a
bill
extending the Bush tax cuts for
individuals making less than $200,000
and married couples making less than
$250,000. The vote was 234 to 188, with
votes on mostly party lines. However,
the bill has a long way to go.
The bill is a small step as Congress
as a whole has yet to produce a
finalized
bill. President Obama
remains hopeful and declared that
"[W]e need to get this resolved and
I'm confident we can do it. The public
must have the peace of mind that their
taxes will not go up."
Both parties have clashed on
this issue, and it now seems that a
compromise must be made. Democrats
have tried to pin Republicans as
protecting the rich. This feeling was
expressed by Senator Chuck Schumer
who looked ahead to the 2012 elections,
stating "I'm going to be here for the
next year, next two years, to remind
my colleagues that they were willing
to increase the deficit $300 billion to
give tax breaks to people who have
income over a million dollars." Senator

John Thune fought back as he ripped
apart the Democrats' plan for taxes to
increase for the wealthy. He half-joked
that "It is the most astounding theory
I have ever seen. Raise taxes to create
jobs." In the United States today, only
315,000 people make over a million
dollars annually. Democrats have
continuously attacked Republicans
for protecting this minority at the
expense of the rest of the country. On
Dec. 4, however, the Senate rejected
two proposals to let the tax cuts expire
for the wealthy.
In an attempt to find some
common ground and look towards
a possible compromise, Republican
Congressmen met with President
Obama in the White House.
Following the meeting, both sides
were convinced that they needed to
get a bill passed. The Associated Press
reported that "both the president and
GOP lawmakers pledged afterward
they would try to work together for
the good of the economy, and agreed
to set up a small negotiating group to
discuss the tax issues." This pledge
was also confirmed by GOP leader

Senator Mitch McConnell, who
felt that a deal would be reached
"not to raise taxes in the middle of
a recession." McConnell felt that
a compromise was imminent and
that both parties were trying to find
common ground.
President Obama even said that
"he would be open to a temporary
extension of the Bush-era tax cuts for
the affluent, but he would demand
concessions from the GOP." It seems
like both sides are aware of the
effects indecision will have on the
American people.
Since people obviously adjust their
spending habits based on how much
money they have, the delayed voting
has already put many Americans
into a quandary. How can someone
plan for next year when they don't
know how much money they will
have? The Wall Street Journal reported
that the compromise was expected
to include a two-year extension
on all the Bush tax cuts, while the
COURTESY OF ALJAZEERA
Democrats are hoping to include a President Obama says he is open to
one year extension of federal jobless working with GOP members in order to
pass tax cut legislation.
benefits which expired last month.

DEBATING 'ROUND THE WORLD
AGAINST

FOR
by Arman Oganisian '13
World Editor

Opinion

On Dec. 2, The House of
Representatives passed a bill extending
the Bush-era tax cuts for those making
under $250,000. Although the bill will
boost spending during these turbulent
economic times, it does not go far
enough. The bill is quite problematic
in that it ignores those making over
$250,000. Fortunately, the Senate
rejected the bill.
First, common liberal ideology
claims that people making above
that amount do not need a tax cut. It
claims that their income is already high
enough. Second, it claims that giving
them tax cuts would greatly reduce
the government's revenue, thereby
increasing the deficit (assuming
expenditure holds).
The first argument is groundless.
The question is not the "need," but
the benefit of a tax cut. Between 2006
and 2008, the richest one percent of
the nation controlled three quarters
of the economy's growth, according
to Paul Buchheit of DePaul University.
Obviously, the remaining 99 percent
controlled one quarter.
Why does this happen? The answer
is simple: the higher an individual's
disposable income (income after

taxes), the higher the consumption. An
extension of the Bush-era tax cuts which
does not benefit those making over
$250,000 is inefficient because it is unable
to affect 75 percent of the economy! It is
inefficient because it benefits a group
of people who only affect 25 percent of
economic growth. What we need in this
post-recession economy is an increase
in spending and consumption. The best
way to achieve this end is increasing the
disposable income of those who control
most of the economic growth (those
making over $250,000).
I will reiterate that I am not against a
tax cut for those making under $250,000.
I simply believe that it is not efficient
enough since it ignores the larger source
of economic growth (those making
above that amount).
The argument that a tax cut on the
rich will lead to a greater deficit is
more legitimate. However, there are
other ways to counteract this effect. One
way is to cut government spending,
especially in defense. However, even
if it did lead to a growing deficit,
it would be a small price to pay for
economic recovery.
The deficit can always be fixed in the
long run, but growth is needed now.
Substantial growth requires a tax cut
for all. This is the most effective way
to boost spending. Anything short of
this, like the recently passed bill, is poor
fiscal policy. It makes no economic or
social sense.

by Laura O'Neill '13
World Staff

Opinion
After
rejecting
President
Obama's tax proposal last week,
Congress appears to be on course to
extend the Bush tax cut rates across
all levels of income. Projected to last
an additional two years, the system
maintains large tax breaks for
wealthier Americans in the belief
that these citizens already own
the means of job production and
can better maintain their facilities
with fewer financial restrictions.
The rejected plan proposed by
Democrats is more geared towards
serving the interests of the middle
class, reducing taxes for couples
earning $250,000 or less per year
and $200,000 or less for individuals.
As a form of repayment for this
compromise, Republicans agreed
to "consider" the possibility of
extend ing unemploy ment assistance
for the long-term unemployed.
While
senior
Democrats
report that they are momentarily
"resigned to defeat" in the highly
charged tax debate, the battle must
continue to repeal a Bush "trickledown" system that has smothered
the progress of the middle class for
the last few years.

In these times of economic
uncertainty, it makes little sense to
further burden the largest section of
American society while alleviating
the minor troubles faced by those
who hold the largest percent of the
nation's wealth. If the middle class
truly is the heart of the U.S. economy
as is oft repeated, politicians need
to work towards assisting those
who most need the aid of their
elected representatives. As the
largest economic voting block, the
middle class has been surprisingly
neglected at the expense of fiscal
policies which have thus far been
unable to solve this country's
economic ills.
The Republicans have had their
chance to prove the veracity of their
policies and they simply have not
worked. Moving forward with the
new Congress, President Obama
will find it increasingly difficult
to pass the Democratic legislation
through the Republican House
of Representatives. It is up to
middle class voters to petition their
government for fiscal fairness and
responsibility not only to ensure
personal financial security but the
security for the nation as a whole.

Have an opinion on oW opinions?
---------------------- E-mail: cowlworldnews@gmail.com
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This Week In Historv
By Katie Davenport '14, World Staff

Dec. 3,1967 - At Groote Schuur Hospital in Cape Town, South Africa, surgeon

Christiaan Barnard performs the first human heart transplant.
Dec. 4,1783 - George Washington, commanding general of the Continental

Army, informs his military officers that he will be resigning his commission and

returning to civilian life.
Dec. 5,1933 - The 21st Amendment to the Constitution is ratified, finishing off

the national era of alcohol prohibition in America.
Dec. 6,1865 - The 13th Amendment to the Constitution is ratified, officially

ending the institution of slavery.
Dec. 7,1941 - Japan bombs the American naval base at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii.
Dec. 8,1941 - After the destructive Pearl Harbor attack, the United States

declares war on Japan.
Dec. 9,1861 - Congress creates the Joint Committee on the Conduct of War in

order to monitor both the Lincoln administration and military progress.

Qatar and Russia Shock Soccer
Fans Around the World
by Becca Larrivee T3
World Staff

International
What does the date of Dec. 3, 2010
mean to you? Well, for myself and
football fans around the world, it was
the day we were all waiting for: the
date of FIFA's announcement of the
host nations for the 2018 and 2022
World Cups. This day will also reside
in infamy with many U.S. and England
fans due to the countries chosen to host
the tournament. Much to the surprise
of English football fans across the
globe, Russia was selected to host the
2018 World Cup, and to the dismay of
U.S. soccer enthusiasts, the tiny Arab
nation of Qatar was selected to host
the tournament in 2022 over the
United States.
The decisions by FIFA shocked
the world. Many analysts prior to the
announcement had suggested that
England and the United States were
by far the strongest bids. They cited
a variety of reasons for this belief,
including the stability of the countries,
the ability to use existing infrastructure,
public support and interest in hosting
the tournament, and the influence of
the chosen presenters. After the bids
were awarded, blogs across the internet
were full of rants from English and
American fans alike discussing the
political corruption of FIFA and the two
countries that were chosen to host as well
as discussions of human rights issues.
Human rights is just one component
of the responsibility to host a World
Cup tournament. One other essential
component is finances. Although there
is controversy regarding both countries
chosen by the FIFA committee, this
article will focus on Qatar since it is the
lesser-known of the two.
In the case of Qatar, no one can

COURTESY OF AHRAM ONLINE

FIFA President Sepp Blatter names Qatar as the host for the World Cup in 2022. The decision
shocked the United States, the country that expected to be awarded the honor.

deny that it has the money to host this
monumental worldwide tournament.
The Qatari have made it very clear
that they will use as much of their
tremendous wealth as needed to
construct and design the necessary
infrastructure.
The
evidence
is
presented clearly in a YouTube
video titled "Qatar 2022 World Cup
Stadiums." The layouts for these
proposed stadiums are spine tingling
and will make even the most bitter
American excited for a Qatari World
Cup. While Qatar is more financially
capable to host a World Cup than
the United States, the current status
of human rights in this country has
come under direct criticism by many
sports and political pundits as well as
members of Amnesty International.
Some areas under criticism are the
treatment of women, the ban of
alcohol and public drunkenness, and
the illegality of homosexuality within
the country. When asked about the

treatment of women in Qatar, Sheikh
Mohammed bin Hamad AI-Thani
stated that "[T]he perception that
women are oppressed is another wrong
perception." Amnesty International
however, holds a different view on
this issue. In a report submitted to
the U.N. UPR Working Group of the
Human Rights Council in February
2010, the group stated that, although
"Qatar's
Constitution
prohibits
discrimination, however the reality is
that, in both domestic legislation and
in practice, discrimination against
women remains rife." Qatar is not
a dry country. Currently, alcohol is
permissible only in expensive hotels
or nightclubs. After drawing criticism
from football fans across the globe for
this policy prior to the presentation
of the bids, Qatar included in its bid a
stipulation that would allow alcohol
in designated fan zones throughout
the various athletic complexes. The
illegality of homosexuality has also

drawn heavy criticism. "It's obviously
very disappointing to see FIFA giving
their backing to a country where
homosexuality is illegal and where
people can get imprisoned," said Ed
Connell, a spokesman for the Gay
Football Supporters Network when he
spoke to The Guardian. Supporters of
gay rights have even gone so far as to
say that FIFA is acting contrary to their
stated goal of combating homophobia
by awarding the bid to a country that is
against awarding and expanding rights
for homosexuals.
On top of human rights questions,
the Qatari are facing hostility from fans
across the globe, particularly from the
United States. Pundits on ESPN have
questioned the ability of a country to
host a tournament that is safe for the
players when temperatures can reach up
to 122 degrees Fahreneheit in the sun.
Officials from the Qatar bid committee
stated that they will provide fields that
are at a comfortable playing temperature
for the players as well as for the fans by
building or equipping stadiums with
the capability to force cold air into
the stadium. Other drawbacks have
included the use of the magnificent
stadiums after the conclusion of the
World Cup after seeing the neglect of
unused infrastructure and after the
conclusion of a major tournament in
countries around the world. In their bid,
Qatar stated that each stadium will be
able to be fully dismantled and shipped
where needed.
It is important to remember that
the tournament is twelve years away
and that many of the speculations
regarding
the
tournament
may
very well never come to fruition.
Americans who are bitter about.losing
the bid need to throw their support
behind their team and work hard
towards winning the bid in 2026.
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Dick Cheney Accused of Bribery
Brown & Root) used to be connected
to Halliburton but ties were severed
with the company in April 5, 2007.
KBR was a former subsidiary that
constructed refineries, oil fields,
and pipelines for Halliburton's
various contracts. According to The
Wall Street Journal, in February 2009
KBR and Halliburton paid $579
million to the Justice Department
and the Securities and Exchange
Commission for violating the Foreign
Corrupt Act. According to USA Today,
Cheney's attorney responded by
saying, "The Department of Justice
and the Securities and Exchange
Commission investigated that joint
venture extensively and found no
suggestion of any impropriety by
Dick Cheney in his role of CEO of
Halliburton."
The U.S. company Halliburton is
the world's second largest oilfield
services provider. Its headquarters
are located in Houston, Texas and it
has offices worldwide, including in
Dubai, United Arab Emirates, where
the current chairman and CEO,David
J. Lesar works. The company has also
had close affiliation with the Bush
administration. George H.W. Bush
worked with Dresser Industries
between 1948 and 1951. Halliburton
merged with Dresser Industries
in 1998. When Cheney retired
from Halliburton to be Bush's vice
president, he received a severance
package of $36 million and in 2004
received $398, 548 in deferred
compensation
from Halliburton
while Vice President, according to The
Guardian. The Democratic candidate
to Bush, John Kerry, used some of
these allegations to Halliburton to
attack the White House. According
to an article written in 2004 from
The Guardian, Kerry attacked against

by Molly Driessen '12
World Staff

International
On Wednesday, Dec. 1, 2010, a
story was filed reporting that former
Vice President Dick Cheney faces
allegations of being involved in a
$180 million bribery scandal with
Nigerian oil officials when he was
CEO of Halliburton between 1995
and 2000. The bribes are associated
with the construction of a liquefied
natural gas plant in Southern Nigeria.
According to the BBC, Halliburton
denies any involvement. Cheney's
arrest warrant will be issued and
followed through by Interpol, the
world's largest international police
organization.
Cheney's
lawyer,
Mr. Terence O'Donnell, reported
to the BBC that "Any suggestion of
misconduct on his part, made now,
years later, is entirely baseless." Earlier
in November, Nigeria arrested at least
23 officials from companies affiliated
with Halliburton, including Saipem,
Technip, and a former subsidiary,
Panalpinia Welttransport, all of whom
were freed on bail on Nov. 29, 2010.
The Economic and Financial Crimes
Commission also raided Halliburton's
offices.
According to USA Today,
these investigations were for "illegal
payments it allegedly made to
Nigerian customs officials on behalf
of Royal Dutch Shell Pic." Nigeria is
Africa's largest crude oil producer as
well as the 5th largest source of U.S.
oil imports.
Halliburton has a history of being
investigated for fraud allegations
and human rights abuses. In 2007,
the engineering firm KBR admitted
to bribing Nigerian officials to accept
$180 million. KBR (originally Kellogg-
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COURTESY OF INTERNATIONAL NEWS

Nigeria plans to indict former U.S. Vice President Dick Cheney over a bribery scandal allegedly
involving Halliburton. Cheney was CEO of Halliburton from 1995 to 2000.

special interests of the White House by
stating, "At a time when Halliburton
is defrauding the federal government
and facing serious allegations of
bribery, we look forward to taking this
debate to George Bush. During this
time, the U.S. Justice Department was
investigating claims that Halliburton
was bribing Nigerian officials."
Halliburton has also been accused
of overcharging the Pentagon and
U.S. army for catering services in
the Middle East. In a 2007 article,
The Guardian wrote, "The oil services
and logistics company said it had
suspended billing the U.S. Army
for catering services in the Middle
East, in face of allegations of massive
overcharging." An investigative Web
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site also exists in coalition with Citizen
Watch, called "Halliburton Watch."
This Web site closely tracks the
history of allegations to Halliburton.
According to the Web site, in January
2004, a French judge in Paris stated
that Cheney was going to be charged
in his connection to Halliburton
paying $180 million in bribes to build
a Nigerian gas plant. Given this, the
current allegation to Cheney has been
in the process for six years. With the
various allegations brought before
Halliburton, the company began an
advertisement campaign in 2004 in
order to boost its public image. Many
of these advertisements portray U.S.
soldiers abroad who have depended
on Halliburton's services.
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Addicted To "Crackberry"
Blackberry Addictions Distancing People, So Pelle '11 Wants Us To Get Clean
by Ally Pelle '11
Commentary Staff

SOCIETY

Have you ever really looked at
your cell phone for what it is? It's
a piece of metal and plastic. It has
a screen, batteries, and a keypad
with numbers and letters. Its
primary purpose is to make and
receive phone calls —conveniently.
But the phone has become so much
more. Hopefully you've seen the
Windows 7 commercial featuring
people in everyday situations —
on their phones. One woman is
jogging, another is in the shower,
one guy is riding a bike, another is
at the beach, and one is even riding
a roller coaster. The campaign is
appropriately titled, "Really?" I
can't think of a better title. Can we
ask ourselves, "Really?"
That piece of metal and plastic
has become a device with which
we are obsessed. Admittedly, I am
just as guilty as the people in the
commercial. Just a few months
ago, I was the proud owner of an
Envy 3. For those of us who don't
remember, it was a basic phone. It

could do everything I needed it to
do. I wasn't ready to upgrade to a
Blackberry, as much as I wanted one.
Namely, because I was too cheap.
When I saw my sister texting at the
dinner table or my dad checking

My brother moved to Wales
in August and offered me his
Blackberry, since he no longer
needed it. Of course, I accepted. The
day after he flew out, I had Verizon
switch over my number and contacts

e-mails while driving, I told myself
I didn't want to be that connected.
I didn't want to be "addicted to the
Crackberry." I told myself it was
unproductive and gross to be so
wrapped up in the technology of
the phone. And it is. And now I am
equally as unproductive and gross.

and so my addictive relationship
began. Now I am just like everyone
else. What do you see everyone
doing as they file out of Feinstein
after class? Right, they're looking
at their phones. What do I do as
soon as I walk out of the gym on my
way home? Find my phone to read

my Facebook and Twitter updates.
How sick is that? My twisted brain
even justifies it as time saver. All in
all, that's true. I don't have to check’
Facebook and Twitter on my laptop
when I get home. And e-mails are
phenomenal, except when I get the
care.com update at 3 a.m. telling
me there are new jobs in my area.
But I can get messages throughout
the day that are important when
I'm away from my laptop and
answer e-mails much faster. Has
the Blackberry improved my life?
Yes. But it also makes me far less
connected with the real world.
We all need to find a balance in our
relationships with our cell phones.
We're entirely too accessible. We text
all day when the conversations could
wait until we see one another face-toface. We use texts as a way to avoid
spending time together or to say
things that we can't manage to say in
person. It's pretty crippling for our
social skills. Soon, we won't know
how to interact with people if we
keep walking around staring at our
phones. Let's kick the habit, or I'm
staging a campus-wide intervention.
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Muslim Student Urges PC To Help Her Foster Community
by Saadia Ahmad '14
Guest Commentary

CAMPUS
Last week, a student wrote a
commentary article entitled, "Senior
Says Diversity Not Where It Needs
To Be At PC," in which she shared
her thoughts regarding the college's
undertaking of diversity. She cited
the experience of one "young Muslim
freshman girl" who attended an oncampus event that turned out to
be a speech full of hate against any
and all Muslims, despite the club's
reassurance that it was a "debate"
focused on radicals.
I am still not sure how many female,
Muslim freshmen are here, but the
person referred to in this article is me.
I am one of 1,105 PC freshmen
and one among millions across
the country and the world who
are still transitioning to college
and struggling to keep afloat over
academic and social pressures.
Emotional crises and dilemmas,
therefore, are not uncommon.
The reason for my particular
dilemma, however, is not due to a
common problem that freshmen
encounter, for which generally a
college has solutions to offer.
On my already-bad days after
receiving a low test grade, arguing
over petty things with a friend,
wondering whether I belong —
setbacks encountered on a regular

basis — it is the telling moment of
hesitation after informing another
that I am Muslim or that my family
is from Pakistan, the obvious stares
looking blatantly at me, and the halted
conversations as I walk by, that trigger
my rush of tears.
I am in no way attempting to
convey my struggles as more difficult
or significant than those of my fellow
classmates, nor am I diminishing the
suffering we all face as human beings.
Nevertheless, whether PC is the right
place is something I, along with
others for their own reasons, will soon

for others as it's been provided to
me. I wrote in an earlier article that
I could not have asked for a better,
more supportive community. If not for
myself, then for the sake of God and
for those who provide more reasons to
stay than leave, I will always put forth
my absolute best efforts to overcome.
But my patience should not be
perceived as acceptance. I know many
who feel suffocated and disrespected,
usually not by intentional words or
actions, but rather by the collective
inability to support differences due to
a lack of exposure.

ALL I CAN PROMISE IS MY DEDICATION
AND COMMITMENT TO THE PC FAMILY.
determine by the decision to return
or transfer. Even then, when better
situated and confident of a greater
purpose, problems will continue to
come up and dwindle down as the
rollercoaster of life presents them.
The problem of feeling and being
accepted, though, will likely lessen.
Mine will not, and chances are,
neither will those of any minority,
whether categorized by race or
religion,
political
standing
or
socioeconomic status. I am coming to
accept this unceasing reality, though
I cannot truly consider transferring
because of the people God has
introduced me to, so many beautiful
souls who guide me In growth in the
way He has intended — a guidance I
consciously hope and strive to provide

Know that I am not complaining,
nor am I blaming any one individual
or group. I do not have flawless
solutions, and I will not pretend that
this is the case. All I can promise is
my dedication and commitment to
the PC family.
My request to you is this: to
persevere with unity, patience,
and steadfastness in our goal
of fostering a more open and
welcoming community. It is all
too easy and tempting to fall into
the downward spiral of negativity
and darkness, convinced that the
circumstances and history obstruct
the glimmer of hope that seems to
linger too far away. I know that
self-defeating circle well, as do
those to whom I have vented time

and time again. Nonetheless, keep
on keeping on.
I ask that you maintain perspective
despite our reality, perhaps providing
more reasons for resentment and
anger than gratitude and contentment.
Emotions are understandable, but
behaviors acted upon them are never
justified. As daunting as this problem
is, it could very easily be infinitely
more so if we did not have an
administration so willing and ready
to help — I hold great respect for such
individuals. At the same time, I also
recognize that there are many colleges
at a higher point that we hope to
join them at; such examples serve as
sources of motivation.
Having
graduated
from
a
high school comprising of 45
percent of students from different
backgrounds, I know well the value
of learning about differences; that's
why I yearn so deeply to help PC
gain insight into many worlds
beyond our own, from which we can
all benefit in so many ways.
I will continue to search deeper for
a greater strength, and pray to God
that He awaken whatever potential I
may have within me. I may not yet be
justified in saying that I have fallen in
love with the community and campus
of PC — but I have. As I wrote and
promised previously, I am ready and
willing to help in any way I know
how to — I just ask that it be received.
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Tangents
The Rivalry Is Alive. This past Saturday, before making the trip down to
the Dunk to watch the PC-URI basketball game, I read an article from a local
newspaper, The Woonsocket Call. The article questioned the importance of this
game, whether it meant as much to the fans as it had in years past. It cited
lowered ticket sales as an indicator of a lack of interest in the game. However,
for any of you that were present at that game, I'm sure you can attest to the
exciting nature of this interstate rivalry. With a student section in full form
and support and spirit up the ying-yang, and even the presence of a small
contingent of URI fans, the Dunk was electric. The cheerleaders went back and
forth with routines, the crowds went back and forth with chants, and the Friar
mascot and the Ram mascot were wrestling at center court! Well, not really,
but regardless, the passion and energy felt by the players and spectators was
palpable. So no, Woonsocket Call, the rivalry is not dead. Its presence is still felt
and this rivalry game is still a heck of a lot of fun for those who witness it. Not
to mention, we won. Go Friars. — Matt Santos '14

Big Phony's. Big Tony's, I love you, but I sincerely question the foundation of
your restaurant. What you have chosen to do is model your entire business on
a very simple pun, Home of the Gangster Wraps. I would have loved to have been
there when the industrial titan that founded Big Tony's realized that "wrap," as
in the food, sounds exactly like "rap," as in the music. "We can name all of our
wraps after gangsters! That way, it will be like gangster rap\ Get it?" Genius. If
that isn't a rock solid foundation for a small business, I don't know what is. The
Big Tony's pioneers were so psyched about this slightly clever play on words that
they decided to make "gangster" the dominating theme of their establishment.
Of course, they named all of their wraps after famous gangsters (Get it? Because
it's like gangster rap!), but what really gives Big Tony's that Goodfellas motif are
the fake bullet holes in their pizza boxes. I mean, Big Tony's is so set on acting as
though Robert De Niro and Joe Pesci eat there on a regular basis that they pretend
that your pizza has been shot several times before having been delivered to you.
Oh, and the marketing wizard over at Big Tony's had another stroke of genius
when he realized that if you invert a handgun, it kind of looks like a lower case
"r" —certainly one of the paramount stylistic revelations of the 21st century. Ever
since the creative Gods blessed this Big Tony's employee with the extraordinary
gift of being able to recognize that letters can sometimes look like other things,
every lower case "r" on the menu has been replaced by an inverted handgun,
the kind a gangster would have! And what really gives Big Tony's that authentic
Italian feel is the Bada Bing Special, which consists of 20 buffalo wings, one large
pizza, and a two liter bottle of soda. Just like the old country. — Chris Slavin '12
The Inconvenience of "Go Friars." The major problem with basketball games
at the Dunk is inconvenience. During the nail-biting, fist-clenching game
against URI this Saturday, many non-student fans became very aggravated.
One elderly woman, no younger than 70, quite literally said to my row, "Sit your
butts down." As many Friars were forced to sit in the non-designated student
section of the Dunk, those around us constantly called the staff to force us out
of the section. Apparently, our standing and cheering was disrupting their
enjoyment of the game. Fortunately, my close friend and I were lucky enough
to find seats within the section, while the others in our group were forced to
move to the other side of the court. Although our basket was on their side
during the second half, those unfortunate students were forced to cheer among
the URI fans. After spending a good majority of the first half annoyed rather
than enthused, I realized why there was such an influx of fanatics forced into
the general area. Our pep band consumed an entire 1/3 of the lower half. This
caused the spill over of students. If one then calculates the time it takes to travel
to and from the game and the duration of the game itself, fans are expected to
make a huge time commitment. It shouldn't be so taxing, exhausting, or time
consuming to cheer for our team. A possible solution that should be put into
effect before the most anticipated games of the season: section off a larger area
for the students who purchased season tickets and/or move the pep band into
their own designated area. — Genevieve Ilg '14

&
Tirades
Tis the Season to Procrastinate. Benjamin Franklin once said: "Never leave that
till tomorrow, which you can do today." It's a good thing Facebook wasn't around
in Ben's day; I'm not sure the founding father would've been quite as successful
had he been pre-occupied with status updates and wall-posts. Finals week is
just around the comer here at PC, and that means one thing: we're all going
to be looking for ways to put off the mass amounts of studying we have to do.
Facebook is perhaps the most obvious distraction, but if you really want to take
the art of procrastination to a new level, here are some tips. You might hit up
the gym to avoid your studies — you'll be doing your body some good, not to
mention the fact that so long as you're a relatively sanitary person, it ensures a
post-gym shower, another great way to avoid the reality of finals. But if you don't
feel much like working out, you could always clean your room. A tidy room and
clean clothes are much more important than your Civ final — plus, the laundry
room is bound to be packed at this time of year. Of course, the Holiday Season
also provides a slew of procrastination possibilities. Perhaps a trip to the mall
for some Christmas shopping can help to inspire the 12 page paper you have
to write. If all else fails, you can always read the wonderful Cowl from cover to
cover. Good luck (procrastinating) with finals everyone! — Kerry Vaughan '12
Quarterback's Boots. Tom Brady, one of the most famous athletes in all of
sports, is making headlines this week for a move that he is making off of the
football field. He has won three super bowls, is married to Gisele Bundchen,
has two kids, a multi-million dollar contract, and now, he is becoming a
spokesperson for UGG boots. And unless you live under a rock, you might
have noticed that most girls on the Providence College campus own a pair of
UGGs. They are comfortable, easy to throw on for class, and appropriate for
winter weather. While they are probably not the most fashionable shoes in
the world, they are definitely the most comfortable. They are rarely worn by
men, which is why it is so bizarre that Tom Brady, one of the most admired
men in sports, is endorsing them. I just don't see men tucking their jeans
into a pair of boots, unless the UGG brand is about to start coating the inside
of Timberlands or Nikes with the fuzzy sheepskin. However, this deal does
allow Brady exposure all over the world, as UGG Australia does appeal to a
global market. If he is able to pull off the look, this could mean big things in
developing male fashion. As long as Tom Brady does not wear them on the
football field, it is fine by me. — Kaylee Miller '13

Ray Adds To Its Culinary Prestige. In case you missed it (get ready), Raymond
Hall Cafeteria has made some major improvements to their dining hall menu.
From the same people who brought you slightly runny scrambled eggs fresh
from the carton, we now get premium 100 percent real American cheese
on the signature classic thawed premium beef patty. This new innovation
is purportedly turning the "Classics" section from the "backup" option of
choice, to the number one culinary destination. Students are reportedly
highly satisfied with this creative addition to such a popular dish. Longtime
Ray Hall food aficionados have even compared this latest improvement to the
famed "Monte Cristo" sandwich. The Monte Cristo was revolutionized by
dunking the classic ham and cheese sandwich into the deep fryer for two to
three minutes. It is definitely a neck and neck race between these two items of
food creation genius. The addition of premium cheese to the premium thawed
beef patty has been a particular hit among this year's freshman class. New to
the delicacies of Raymond Hall Cafeteria, most freshmen surveyed could not
imagine a time when cheese was not offered complimentary with the burger.
As one freshmen student noted, "It's a lot easier knowing that I've packed
on my freshman 15 in the first semester, that way I can get the folks back
home used to the new, heavier me sooner rather than later." Such testimonials
should be expected. It is no secret that the forerunners of culinary progress
reside in the kitchens of the Food Division of Sodexo Incorporated. Their
new concoctions ensure that students keep coming back for just one more
swipe. At Raymond Hall Cafeteria, "next please" has never had such an
appetizing ring. - Ewen Finser '12

Remember Your Humanity This Christmas
by Tommy Cody '13
Commentary Staff

REFLECTION
The fall breeze turns to a sharp
wind. It cuts through your jacket,
stings your cheeks, and bites your
noise. Winter reminds you that you
are breathing. It reminds you that
your blood is warm and your toes
need attention.
Advent brings families together.
It offers us all the opportunity to be
thankful for the life we have and the
family and friends that surround
us with the warmth of a roaring
fire. But all too often we become
too comfortable, curled up on the
couch under a blanket with a good
book that has nothing to do with the
Development of Western Civilization.
All of these things are beautiful
and have their places, but sometimes

we forget about what lies outside
our family room window. We
forget, as John Donne says, that we
are "involved in mankind. What
does that mean, we are involved in
mankind? It means that when one man
suffers, we all suffer. We, as brothers
and sisters in the human race, are
bound to one another. Whether you
like it or not, I have something to do

exist within the safe sphere of his or
her family and friends. This applies
to all of us, and Christmas is the
perfect time to remember it.
When you are safe at home, drag
your mind out of its languid state and
stoke its idle embers. Think about and
pray for those who are alone. Pray
for those who do not have anyone
to celebrate with. Think about their

PRAY FOR THOSE WHO DO NOT HAVE
ANYONE TO CELEBRATE WITH.
with you and you with me. Though
I may not know it, when you hurt,
I hurt. You may be safely curled up
on the living room couch watching
football and knocking back eggnog,
but no matter how high you turn up
the volume, you are not alone. You
cannot stay isolated from humanity.
No man is an island. He cannot just
exist. He or she cannot even solely

loneliness. I am not trying to make
you feel bad for having a beautiful
family and sitting under a layer cake
of blankets and pillows. That would
be very Grinch-like of me. All I want
you to do is think, pray, and act.
When you go and look for gifts for
family members and relatives, try not
to look for the latest, coolest, and most
expensive thing at Best Buy. Rather,

find a couple of things around your
house and make something. Give a
little bit of your time to your family
and friends, and use the money that
you saved on someone who needs it.
Buy a coffee and a hot sandwich for a
homeless person. Drop your change
into the Salvation Army bucket. I
know you all begged your parents to
give you change to drop into Santa's
bucket when you were little. Do not
let that fire die down.
Spend time with your family
and friends this Christmas, but do
not forget about those who do not
have family and friends, because
your lives are linked through your
humanity. When one person suffers
on Christmas, you suffer. Make the
effort in whatever way possible to
bring joy to someone else's life. When
you hear sirens in the distance, do
not think for whom they toll, know
they toll for you and resolve to do
something about it.
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Letters to the Editor
Sophomore Says Macasaquit '11 Confused About Christmas, Christianity
While reading The Cowl last week, I came across an article titled, "The
Benefits of Growing Up Santa-less." I will admit that I do not agree with
every article I read, but I do believe everyone is entitled to their own
opinion, so I do not take any disagreements to heart. That changed after I
read Jayo Miko Macasaquit's article about Christmas. Now, if Jayo believes
that a true Christmas is about shopping and finding the perfect gift, then
he is sorely mistaken. His take on this season appears to be based on
misunderstandings of Christmas films, such as Elf. I take great joy from
Christmas shopping, and no one may tell me differently. The long lines
may not be the best part, but as long as you know why you are shopping,
then there is no reason to complain. The gifts we give symbolize the gifts
given to the newborn Christ. Jayo also assumes that unwanted relatives
are forced on families once a year. I have a rather large family that comes
together to celebrate all of our blessings, and yes, we might not all get
along at every moment, but what family does? I was taught as a young
child that in Advent, we prepare for our Savior's birth on Christmas Day.
I have no doubts about the season; in fact, Midnight Mass is my favorite
part of the entire year.
His next few comments on Easter really make me question whether or
not Jayo should sit in on my fourth grade religious education class, as
he appears to be confused about Christianity. He seems to believe Easter
is the time in which Christians mourn the death of Jesus, which could
not be further from the truth. Easter, the day Jesus rose from the dead,
is recognized as the most important and joyous feast on the Liturgical
Calendar, with Easter eggs symbolizing Jesus' resurrection.
The point of the season is to bring Christ into our hearts and give
completely of ourselves, and that does not necessarily mean depleting
bank accounts. This entire article appears to be written by someone who
has a vague conception of the Christmas season and even less of a sense
of Christianity as a whole. I want Jayo to know that during Midnight
Mass, I will be praying that he may one day experience the true joy of the
Christmas season.
— Chris Pedraita '13

16 Things That Annoy Me
About PC
by Jenn DiPirro '12
Asst. Commentary Editor

CAMPUS

Things I get annoyed with at PC
that really are not important in the
grand scheme of things, but eat away
at my soul, include:
1. All the biddies who name
their Facebook albums "Suite Life"
when they live in the suites. Is this
your way of admitting to watching
the Disney Channel, or are you just
trying to get visitors?
2. Underclassmen who complain
about Civ. Trust me, when you have
five classes, you will miss Gilgamesh.
3. All the girls who dress and act the
same as each other. This is why people
make fun of PC. You are all perpetuating
the stereotype. Eat a steak.
4. The kids who are worried about
getting jumped by the local hood-rats
are the same people who see no harm
in flailing around their iPhones while
walking down Eaton. I'd probably
jump you, too.
5. The freshman boys who are dumb
enough to bring their backpacks into
the liquor store to walk their illegal
30-racks back to campus. You deserve
to get written up. Why would anyone
have
a stuffed backpack at 5 p.m. on
Alumnus Calls Macasaquit's Article 'An Assault On Diversity"
a Friday walking down the street in
Being a recent graduate of Providence College, I sometimes peruse The January? Use your brain.
Cowl online. As a journalist —albeit a bad one —I occasionally find myself
6. People who sneak into Ray.
wanting to respond to a commentary. Yet, until now, I have restrained myself. Janina will catch you, and that is just
After all, The Cowl is campus business, and although I may be a "Friar for embarrassing. If you're going to sneak
life," I have left the novitiate that is PC. After reading Mr. Macasaquit's into a place to steal food, you would
recent assault on Christmas, however, I cannot help but make it my business think it would be for good food, you
once again.
scalawag. At least not for Mexican
As Mr. Macasaquit suggests, few educated persons believe that December lasagna. What is that anyway?
25 is the actual date of Christ's birth. As far as I understand it, this day
7. Anyone who has ever wreaked
was chosen by the Church in order to draw recent converts away from havoc on the hallway of their
celebrating the Pagan Solstice — but I fail to see why this is any reason dorm. This especially goes out to
for us not to celebrate Christ's birth at all. Man, like many other animals, whatever female decided to leave her
is hard-wired for natural cycles — from day and night to the change of droppings in the first floor Meagher
seasons. It is, therefore, only natural that he should have a designated time bathroom last year. Your feces cost
for celebration -just as he has designated times for working, sleeping, and | everyone money. That is disgusting,
eating. With this in mind, it seems quite fitting that the nascence of the disrespectful, and inconsiderate.
Light of the World should be celebrated during the darkest months in the
8. I don't understand why people
Northern Hemisphere. One might argue that our friends to the south cannot complain about parietals during the
experience this same symbolism, but here, in the unique Christmas traditions school week. At midnight, I want to
of these peoples, we see the magic of cultural diversity filling in the gap — go to bed, or at least be in my room
embellishing an intercultural religion. Mr. Macasaquit's commentary is an doing work. I don't care if you are
assault on this idea of cultural diversity — that is, the only meaningful kind David Beckham, get out of my tiny
of diversity — especially with regards to Christmas.
Ray triple.
Like all fairy tales, Santa Claus is meant to teach children a lesson. I will
leave it up to the reader to extrapolate the moral behind the story of a man
who spends 364 days each year toiling in preparation for the night when he
proclaims the birth of Christ by spreading cheer, but I will hint that it has
nothing to do with Mr. Macasaquit's presumption. Santa Claus is a cultural
embellishment, just like the Celtic cross, the crowns of St. Basil's Cathedral,
and the Christmas tree. Mr. Macasaquit seems to be under the impression
that these unique expressions of various peoples corrupt Christian messages.
I argue that the messages resound quite clearly — "God became man" and
"Christ died for our sins on a rood" — yet the flavorings of local culture
beautify them.
Now, I will not deny, as Mr. Macasaquit points out, that many holidays
have been corrupted by materialism — Christmas, perhaps, being the worst
of them. Yet this is not an example of culture. It is an example of the non
culture that is commercialism and globalization. Thus, the kindly image
of Father Christmas has been soiled by Coca Cola and the shopping mall,
presents take precedence over giving alms, drunken holiday parties take the
place of wholesome family gatherings — along with a sleigh full of other
Christmas abuses that concerned persons like Mr. Macasaquit point out each
Advent. However, the answer to thy problem is not, as he suggests, to get
rid of the holiday. Instead, we must get back to the true spirit of Christmas
— to pray, to visit, and to volunteer. We can make gifts instead of buying
them, and ask our family members to do the same if they wish to give us
something. For although I will not pretend to understand what a "gendered
scarf" is, I will most certainly cherish something that my mother spent her
Advent crocheting for me.
In closing, I wish all of my alma mater a Merry Christmas, and would
like to thank Mr. Macasaquit for his intentions, regardless of his argument.

9. Am I the only person that finds it
absurd that we have Conservative bros
at this school? What are you, anyway?
10. Does anyone else have a
problem with the fact that PC Perk
uses the same flatbread on everything
they make? If that doesn't bother you,
then maybe you don't like the fact
that it costs 5 bucks for faux chicken,
ketchup, and some parmesan cheese
shavings on stale bread.
11. Can we all start looking and
maybe even consider stopping before
crossing Huxley, and while driving
through campus, let's try not to run
each other over. We learned this in
kindergarten, but apparently some of
us need to get back to the basics.
12. I understand that we go to
a Catholic school, but not all of us
are as religious as we claim to be.
Don't fake being a Bible-hugger if
you're not.
13. They should really consider
giving us PC bracelets instead of PC
IDs, because I keep losing that thing.
When you lose it, you lose your
identity on this campus. You can't
eat, you can't get into your room,
and you have to mooch off of your
friends. Lose that thing on a Friday
and you might as well go home for
the weekend.
14. Don't complain about PC
Prints, because we shouldn't waste
paper anyway, and all professors who
require a lot of printing are usually
pretty accommodating. It'll all work
out, I swear.
15. Truth be told, everyone picks
on the freshmen because once you
get to be an upperclassman, you
don't have time to go out every night
of the week.
16. Finally, no major is harder than
any other. Stop one-upping each
other. Every one, at certain points in
the semester, will have a lot of work.
You are not superior.
I realize that some numbers on this
list are going to upset people. As a
commentary writer, that is a part of
the job. If you have a problem with it,
write me. Or better yet, come up with
a few of your own. I'm not bashing
the school, I love this place and all of
the dumb things about it.

Disagree with us?

Send a Letter to the
Editor to

thecowl@providence.edu

— Nicholas Carrigg '10
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PC Among Catholic Schools
To Be Affected By Regulation
by Beatriz Forster '14
Commentary Staff

SOCIETY
New federal regulations issued
by the Obama administration a
few weeks ago threaten not only
recruitment for Catholic colleges, but
more importantly, their very identity.
The
new
regulations
increase
oversight for colleges through either
state chartering or licensing, which
are necessary for colleges to obtain
federal aid. While states have always
had to approve colleges that receive
aid, the new law mandates that states
approve colleges by name. States will
also have greater power to act on
complaints pertaining to colleges.
So why is this a problem? New

acceptable to get an abortion or that
creationism is a myth propagated by
religious wackos.
We're not safe from a repeat of
what happened at Belmont Abbey
College in North Carolina. At this
Catholic school, the administration
issued a statement that employee
health insurance would not fund
contraceptives and abortions because
it violated Catholic teaching on the
dignity of human life. However,
eight dissenting faculty members
appealed to the Equal Employment
Opportunity Commission, which
responded by accusing the college of
discriminating against women.
Unfortunately, federal regulation
is already trying to undermine key
precepts of the Catholic faith, which
should be actively promoted by
Catholic schools across the country.

CATHOLIC COLLEGES MAY
RISK LOSING FEDERAL FUNDING
regulations represent a federal
encroachment on the independence
of
private
institutions
and
especially religious schools. Even
the
Department
of
Education
itself admitted that "a state's role
may extend into defining, for
example,
curriculum,
teaching
methods, subject matter content,
faculty qualifications, and learning
outcomes." Catholic colleges that
incorporate religious teaching in
their curriculum may risk losing
federal funding if state governments
don't approve of the content.
All sorts of controversial issues
come to mind that could be forced
into the curricula of Catholic colleges
by state governments as a condition
of federal aid. Schools like Providence
College might have to teach that it's

The scary thing is that even federal
officials admit these new regulations
do "not limit a State's oversight of
institutions." In other words, states
have total authority to rule against
a school whose curriculum it deems
"discriminatory" for promoting life.
Catholic
schools
that
aren't
approved by state governments
will lose funding, which will hurt
enrollment. Although enrollment
obviously matters, what's at stake is
greater. These new federal regulations
threaten the responsibility of Catholic
schools to spread their missions
unimpeded by politically correct
legislation,
aimed
at enforcing
secularism—or even atheism.

Dear Shopaholic,
Picking out a gift for your
significant other is quite a
harrowing endeavor, but if
you're so desperate that you've
been forced to consult an
ignorant, prejudiced womanizer
who can't tell the difference
between a menorah and his own candlestick,
you must be in a really messy situation.
What you want to avoid is giving a gift
that doesn't live up to your new beau's
expectations. A lopsided dreidel you made
out of clay and a plate of half-burned potato
pancakes won't exactly serve to strengthen
your relationship. To avoid being judged
as the girlfriend Grinch with a heart two
sizes too small, try to go with something
simple that reflects your true feelings. Buy
him a new bottle of cologne, something
that says, "I really like you so far, but it
wouldn't hurt if you smelled better." He'll
appreciate the sentiment, if nothing else.
There's no pressure here — just remember
that the result of your less-than-impressive
gift could be a post-Christmas break up, so
choose wisely if you want this to go beyond
a first semester fling.
Tis the season to be jolly!

December 9, 2010

My two Cents
by Jayo Miko Macasaquit '11
Commentary Staff

On the 6th of December, due to the valiant efforts of millions of Facebook
users changing their profile pictures to childhood cartoons, child abuse
officially ended. Various charities, who in the past worked to help victims
of child abuse, were amazed at the overwhelming support on Facebook,
and are asking themselves why they hadn't thought of it before. The idea
was simple: what better way to spread awareness about child abuse than
to change your profile pictures to cartoons? One did not need any statistics
on child abuse, nor did they actually need to name any charities: such
things are not important in this modern age. Those who weren't aware
of child abuse have been thoroughly made aware, simply by seeing the
likes of Dora the Explorer and Doug as their profile pictures. This paves
the way for further charitable organizations, allowing millions to invest
minimal effort, and minimal time, to become involved without actually
getting involved in the traditional sense.
One would think that funding for organizations was more important
when it comes to helping those in need, and if the thousands of individuals
had actually donated to the
specific organizations instead
of vocally supporting vague
general causes, the issues
would be better dealt with.
But these concerned citizens,
these avid Facebook activists,
put their profile pictures
where their mouths are,
and actually did something.
Friends,
let's
follow
the
examples of these individuals.
This isn't merely a Facebook
game, where all you need to
do is find a doppelganger or
a Pokemon. Neither is this a
complicated numbers game,
in which some feel the need
to have their friendships
affirmed, as if to say "what
do you think of me, I want
to compare it to what I think
of you." Facebook is serious,
and the lives of children are
at stake. Think of the people:
change your profile pictures
for a week.
Photo courtesy of loyalkng.com

This Week
Christmas Crisis

Dear Tiffany and Earl,
With Christmas almost here, it is time to go gift shopping
as stress relief in between my finals. I have been dating this
guy for the past few weeks, and I was wondering what I
should get him for a gift. The relationship is so new that
I don't know what's appropriate. Besides that, he's Jewish,
which makes it even more confusing! Should I get him, like,
a Hanukkah gift instead? Any suggestions? Earl, what's the
best Christmas gift a girl's ever gotten you?

— Shopaholic in Suites

Dear Shopaholic,
There is something that I think
you are missing here. Christmas
is a Christian holiday, Judaism
is a different religion. If your
boyfriend was vegan, would
you take him out to Ruth's Chris
Steak House for his birthday
dinner? I think not, dummy.
Much like you, I've never had to give someone
Hanukkah gifts, but you should have realized
that Hanukkah is over by the time this answer
would be published. Either way, get him Seinfeld
DVDs, maybe Curb Your Enthusiasm, I don't
know, or just any Woody Allen film. That's just
off the top of my head.
Also, it's pretty offensive of you to ask what my
best Christmas gift was, since you do not know my
religious background, but the best late-December
gift I ever got was from a young girl named... well, I
won't give her name, but it rhymes with Piffany. She
surprised me in my studio apartment with a very
scandalous outfit, a bottle of chocolate syrup, and
some strawberries that matched the tattoo on her...
well, again, too much information for your young
mind. What I'm trying to say is that you can be his
favorite gift (insert winky-face emoticon here).
If you're interested in what she looked like,
here is a video of our passionate, dirty night:
www.youtube.com/watch?v=oHg5SJYRHA0&f
eature=related.
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Who

Taking Einstein's Word
For It: Success On Finals
by Emily Corr '13
Commentary Staff

CAMPUS
It's that time we've all been anxiously
waiting for: finals are officially here. But
before you chain yourself to a cubicle in
Phillips Memorial Library, here are some
inspirational quotes from Albert Einstein
himself to get you in the right mindset for
exam week.
1. "I never think of the future. It
comes soon enough." Yes, finals are next
week. We're all aware. So put away the
countdowns and focus on the here and
now. Because while you're counting the
minutes until the Civ exam, everyone else
is actually doing something with the time
they have left.
2. "Anyone who has never made a
mistake has never tried anything new."
For many, finals are the time to give that
final grade a nice boost because, let's face
it, it is much harder to achieve straight-A
status in college than it was in high school.
But getting that A means taking a risk —
exceed the bounds of your comfort zone.
Whether it means adapting a new study
strategy or structuring your research paper
differently, taking the risk at all is worthy
of applause. So don't fear the result — be
happy that you pushed your own limits.
3. "Imagination is more important than
knowledge." It's entirely too easy to get
caught up in the madness of studying for
finals and forget what's really important
in life. But if you find yourself walking
the line between intense study and
insanity, take a break and go back to your
roots. Remember what really motivates
you. It's when we imagine that we refuel
our minds, for we find inspiration in the
'what if' in life.
4. "If A is a success in life, then A equals
x plus y plus z. Work is x; y is play; and z
is keeping your mouth shut." The key to
success is knowing the right time to work,
the right time to play, and the right time

to listen. Go with your gut — it's amazing
what you can learn. As a friend of mine
explained, "you have two eyes and one
mouth; use them proportionally."
5. "The important thing is not to stop
questioning. Curiosity has its own reason
for existing." When the tests are complete,
and you're packing away your closet
for the long month ahead, it will seem
so easy to push the horrid memories
of calculus out of your mind. But don't.
Take everything you learned during
the semester and expand upon it. Ask
questions; develop your own hypotheses.
The worst that can happen is you realize
the subject was not for you. The best that
can happen is everything else.
6. "A person starts to live when he can
live outside himself." Reality check: you're
not the only one taking finals. So have the
peace of mind to step away from your Orgo
textbook for 30 minutes and help your
friend who is ripping her hair out toying to
understand Kant's philosophy. It will give
you a break from your studies, and it will
train you for that kind of important course
we all know as Life.
7. "Not everything that counts can be
counted, and not everything that can be
counted counts." While not one of his
own, this quote had a place in the office of
a great mathematician at Princeton. If you
take anything away from exam week at
all, let it be that the experience of receiving
an education has much more of an impact
on your life than a letter grade ever will.
It is so easy for us to get caught up in the
numbers and GPA's, but instead of the
focus being on the outcome, shift your
focus to appreciating the material at hand.
We've been blessed with the opportunity
to study at Providence College — if it
was really about the grades, we would
have been content with our high school
GPA's. So don't worry about the grades
— focus on developing an appreciation
for learning, and the grades will take care
of themselves.

This
writes

STUFF?
(Emily Corr ’13)
Major:
Social Science

Hometown:
Commack, New York

Fun Fact:
I was a competitive Irish Dancer for 12 years. I also have
really stubby thumbs.

Where to Find Her:
Eating food in the kitchen of the Campus
Ministry Center or the McVinney Hall Office

Personal Catch Phrase:
“Oh Dear...”

Annoys Her Most:
Self-centeredness. It’s important to learn to
step outside of yourself and think about others.
Ask people how they are doing and actually
wait to hear the answer.

Most Passionate About:
Random acts of kindness. The power
of a simple smile or kindly holding the
door for someone truly astounds me.
It’s what keeps me moving.

Providence college

NEIGHBORHOOD SHUTTLE
Designed to help students safely travel to and from campus
and the surrounding neighborhood

Departing from the back of Raymond Hall at the top of each hour
and on the half hour

SUNDAY-THURSDAY from 6pm-1am
FRIDAY & SATURDAY from 6pm-2:30am
The route includes stops at the upper campus quad, Huxley gate, Jazzman's, Eaton gate
then proceeds through neighborhood streets to River Avenue and the portion of
Admiral between River and Huxley Avenues.

For more information, please visit "Transportation
Services" on the "Living at PC" page on the College
Website, or call 401.865X234
Sponsored by the SAIL Office

Arts& Enter
ALL WE WANT
FOR CHRISTMAS...
THE A&E STAFF SHARE THEIR CHRISTMAS WISHES
Dear Santa,
How are things at (what's left of) the North Pole? I think that I've lived
up to the "good boy" standards this year, so I've jotted down some
ideas for my wish list. Give my best to the Mrs. and I hope the whole
relocation process goes well—if it helps, I hear real estate in Tennessee
is hot these days.
1.1 would be forever grateful if you could set up a dinner with Emma
Watson. I really don't care that she's in Harry Potter. And it's not like I've
seen the seventh movie already, or read the books...
2. If you can't make these dinner plans, lunch would work too.
3. Eternal youth for Conan O'Brien. My children, my children's children,
and their children should also have the chance to see Coco host in a
pairofjeggings.
4. To be better at things like, I don't know, sports. I was a real presence
on the intramural football field this year. Emphasis on presence. I at
tended a game (or two).
5. It would be great if you could convince my roommate to let me rear
range the room. And keep the blinds open. It's a lot like living in a very
cramped, very dark cave.
6. Have the elves make me a real-life Providence College version of
Monopoly with cards like "Pass Civ, Collect $200" and "Get out of that
Write-up Free."
7. An end to wars and the Nicolas Cage movies that cause them.
8. Now that I think about it, a few tickets for the Broadway production
of Spider-Man would be a pretty nice gift too.
9. Another World Series title for the Phillies and, therefore, protection in
New England.
10. Finally, for Emma Watson to read 1 and 2.

11

Querida Santana,
I'm not sure if you really exist, but if you do: It's been a few years since you graced the world
with the sultry guitar licks of "Smooth," which concerns me. Are you well? You know what
they say: Hypnotically sexy Latin music is the best remedy. The other best remedy would
be to deliver me the following this Christmas.

-Tim

I want:
1. Daniel Tosh to be expunged from this earth.
2. Soul. (James Brown soul, not Mother Theresa soul.)
3. The Simpsons to be put out of its misery.
4. The eradication of "Premium Orange Blend"from Ray.
5. The World Editors to get a life. Or a section that someone reads.
6. A heterosexual gay man.
7. Mila Kunis.
8. To Catch A Predator on DVD.
9. The Mos Eisley Cantina song to be played at my wedding (the service, not the reception).
10. One of those sphere things Robotnikflies around in in the Sonic games for Sega Genesis.

Keep on living la vida loca, Ricky Martin. I mean Enrique Iglesias. I mean Jennifer Lopez. I
mean Hugo Chavez. I mean Carlos Santana.
&
Hispanically yours,
Catherine

Dear Santa,
Pretty please bring me...

My Christmas Wish List!
1. A bedazzled cuff bracelet
2. A faux fur vest with a ribbon to belt it
3. Cozy boots with shearling lining
4. Blake Lively's stylist for a day
5. An over-the-top cocktail ring
6. Tickets to N.Y. Fashion Week for the Fall 2011 collections in February
7. A vacation with family
8. Christmas cheer and lots of cookies

-Lauren

§

1. Admission to grad school, to prevent me from moving home and consequently going
insane. You don't want my mental breakdown on your hands, do you big guy?
2. A serenade from the Warblers. Darren Criss can be my teenage dream any day.
3. A Degrassi: The Boiling Point marathon during all of finals week for my roommate Leah and I to...
umm...make fun of. Yeah.
4. A new laptop. Not that I'm bitter about the fact that I have a four-year-old piece of garbage that
does not function, while you brought my sister a Mac the Christmas she was 13...
5. A trip to Bon Temps, Louisiana, complete with a visit with Eric Northman and/or Jason
Stackhouse.
6. A snuggie. My purple bathrobe isn't cutting it anymore.
7. Endless nights of Magical Trevor, Regretsy, Cubies, and general hilarity in Bedroom B.
8. Boy Meets World, season 4. Which happens to come out on DVD this week! I will undoubtedly
need Mr. Feeny's guidance in my final yemester of college decision-making.
9. A lifetime supply of red velvet cupcakes from the Duck and Bunny.
10. An evening of sobriety for Ke$ha.

Hugs and kisses,

-Alison

Vr^i-iTtTl
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eSason's greetings, compadres, from the (selfproclaimed) sexiest section on The Cowl.
s face it: It's hard to give a crap about your fellow man when you're
ming in this many tests and term papers. But I feel it is our obligation
young'uns on this here campus to rally the collectively withering
tmas spirit.
re is only one source we can turn to for spiritual salvation in these
of duress: ALF. In his 1987 Christmas special The Meaning of Christmas,
xplains the essence of Christmas spirit better than any human could:
"Christmas is not about what you can get,
but what you can give of yourself."

tty profound for a dude from Melmac.
e a page from ALF's book this Christmas season: Put on your game
go to the Christmas party-at Old'-s, and give your best on those exDon't let all that studying spread your Christmas cheer too thin.

rine Northington '12
Editor

Dear Santa,

Dear Santa,
Please bring me...
1. The Complete 2nd Season of Sanford and Son
2. The Complete 1 st Season of The Jeffersons
3. Plenty of Good and Plenty
4. George W. Bush's Decision Points
5. The Best of Rush Limbaugh
6. A trip on the Coors Light Silver Bullet Train
7. Scratch and Sniff Post-It Notes
8. Skinny Ties
9. Barack Obama's The Audacity of Hope
10. A checkbook with my face imprinted on every check.

-Ryan

Besides laughter and cheer, I'd like...
1 .The first season of Sarah Palin's Alaska
2. Grills (z)?
3. A Golden Crust gift certificate
4. For every beverage to be served in Slushie Mugs
5. A Slanket (like a Snuggie, but more blanket)
6. For Ben and Jerry's to un-discontinue the flavor"Festivus
7. A segvyay with SKD engraved on the front
8. Multiple printed Von Dutch hats
9. Double stick tape
10. A touch of gray
-Sarah D.

pisode of Are You Afraid of the Dark on DVD
leaving Miami
ivre quitting football *
>vie Blank Check
:ulum that eliminates science class
/ver to who has better hair: Brady or Bieber ?
’eace
n related to Lenny Kravitz"T-Shirt
ael Phelps look-alike contest

My Christmas List
1. Uggs and a Northface
2. Janina's love and affection
3. To laminate myself like in that epi
sode of Dexter's Lab
4. A self-deprecating Kanye
5. The two hours of my life that I spent
watching M. Night Shyamalan's The
Last Airbender
6. An idea that will make me the next
Mark Zuckerberg
7. Roommates who go to sleep before
5:00 a.m.
8. No more vomit in the Suites stairwell
9. To actually be invited to Cow/events
10. Catherine Northington's job

-Jorge

Dear Santy,

I haven't been the greatest person this year, I probably don't deserve much
of this, but I'll still ask just in case you took some days off while I was out
causing a ruckus.
1. Please make everyone realize that E/fis not a good movie. How many times
will I have to see "Bye, Buddy. I hope you find your dad"on Facebook statuses?
2. A new iPod, preferably filled with all my music already. I realized a couple
months ago that iPods do not win a fight against the wall. Who knew, right?
3. The real identity of Earl, because he is very rude, and I would really like to
give him a swift verbal-beatdown.
4. For the Beatles to be back together. I know this would take some reincarnations, but
since your close friends with the J-man, he could help you out I just know we are all
tired ofJustin Bieber and Ke$ha topping the charts, we need some real musicians.
5. Some tickets to UFC126, including flights and a hotel in Las Vegas. Seeing Anderson
Silva get knocked out would make me a really happy boy. Also, seeing Ryan "Darth"
Bader shut down the Jon Jones bandwagon would be awesome.
6. Some seventeen "Slimmy" Seven jeans. Spectacular. Should say so for item
seven, but still, six is satisfactory.
7. The popcorn machine from McPhail's, plus a worker from there to make me
popcorn whenever I want it. And if they could also make me vanilla milkshakes,
with Oreos inside everyday, that would be swell.
8. To go with the last request if I could ask for some Shake Weights, because I might need
them after my diet turns to just popcorn and milkshakes for breakfast lunch, and dinner.
9. Patrick Star...as a pet.
10. For snow. Wait, for snow, but no coldness. Yes, I know that makes no sense,
but I hate the cold, it is my arch enemy. I like snow, it's fun, but the cold sucks.

Thanks dude, keep up the good work,
Nahuel Fanjul-Arguijo
A&E Emeritus
Dearest Santa,
As I'm sure you're well aware, on Thanksgiving night there was a Taylor
Swift special on TV. My parents and I patted our fattened bellies and sat
down to watch the adorable country star toting her guitar and good looks,
inspiring America with her earnestness.
Midway through the special, when Taylor was dispensing advice for her
fans, my mother turned to me and said, "She's just the nicest girl ever. I could
see you dating a girl like that." My father murmured in agreement and added,
"You and her would make a cute couple." For a few moments, I could only
blink while they nodded seriously at me, but in seconds I was crying from
laughing so hard. Through the tears I managed, "So you think I'd be a good
match for an internationally famous, absolutely gorgeous country music
star?"
As unintentionally comical as my parents can be, I do have to admit
something: / am madly in love with Taylor Swift. She's just so adorkable (yes
adorkable) and genuine that I'd be willing to bet anything we'd get along
famously. So Santa: I want Taylor Swift for Christmas. I don't care that she's
a little bit taller than me. I'll get over it. And let's be real, Taylor's long list of
boyfriends is impressive, but clearly none of them treat her right if she still
writes such heart wrenching music. I promise I will!
It might be hard to swing it Santa, but I hope we can work something out.
Even if it's something simple like an afternoon ice-skating with hot cocoa
after, I'll do my damndest to woo her the old-fashioned way. You've just got
to help me get my foot in the door! Please!
Sincerely,
Corey Roger Plante

PS. I'm sorry my dad still calls you "The Big Ho." I keep trying to tell him that
it's inappropriate on so many levels, but he won't listen to me.

A&E LOVES CHRISTMAS MUSIC

HOLIDAY
SINGLES
by Tim Morris '14
A&E Staff

BOOTS THE KILLERS
It’s a Wonderful Life. The 1940s classic is a staple of the holiday season, and apparently The
Killers think so, too. The single’s music video, released on Dec. 1, begins with a clip from the movie
that focuses on the poignant plea made by George Bailey (James Stewart): “I’m not a praying man,
but if you’re up there and you can hear me, show me the way.” With a longstanding tradition of
contributing music to accompany Christmastime, the group is in the spirit of giving once again. The
assistance of big names like (RED) and Starbucks has allowed The Killers to contribute all profits
from “Boots” to charity. Don’t deny it: there’s something about a rock band’s generosity (see U2)
that makes us appreciate that group all the more.
Charitable aspirations aside, The Killers have made sure that “Boots” stays true to the joys of
Christmas. Brandon Flowers croons about “family all together” and “cinnamon candles burning,”
reminding the listener that there really is no place like home for the holidays. The supporting
members of the group do their part to keep the patented Killers’ feel-good sound alive, the same
sound that comes through in songs like “All These Things That I’ve Done” and “Read My Mind.”
Killers’ fans will especially enjoy this single, as it is the only product of the group’s creative genius
this year.

CHRISTMAS LIGHTS COLDPLAY
I wouldn’t be surprised if Chris Martin’s voice reached as far as the North Pole. The front man
of Coldplay (and husband of Gwyneth Paltrow) has brought the same vocal talent to “Christmas
Lights” that he has used to take tunes like “Fix You” and “Clocks” to the top of the charts. This
song probably won’t become a part of the holiday canon, but it’s still worth a listen. The first
minute of “Christmas Lights” is a sentimental introduction as Chris Martin plays a soft melody on
the piano, singing: “Christmas night, another fight. Tears we’ve cried are flood.” The rest of the
band then joins in—cymbals, guitar, and all—as the lyrics follow a man whose relationship ends
during the holiday season. No doubt, it’s a different approach to Christmas music, much different
than The Killers’ release and even farther from classics like The Beach Boys’ “Little Saint Nick”
(a personal favorite). It doesn’t hype the listener up for Dec. 25, but that’s not the intention of the
song. Rather, the song is for a smaller audience, an audience of the broken-hearted, both young
and old. Chris Martin and the members of the Coldplay believe that the beauty of holiday lighting
can help overcome the sorrow: “May all your troubles soon be gone. Those Christmas lights keep
shining on.” If anything, it really makes me wish that I still had the Christmas lights that were
recently confiscated by my R.A.

FACT: You Can't Spell
Christmas Without MSIC
by Catherine Northington '12

A&E Editor
What follows is the best Christmas playlist you've ever seen.
For your convenience and my amusement, I have ascribed
each song with a one-word description.
"All I Want For Christmas Is You" - Mariah Carey

Glitter.
"Santa Claus is Coming To Town" - Bruce Springsteen

Boss.
"Happy Christmas (War Is Over)" - John Lennon

Yokosucks.
"Simply Having a Wonderful Christmastime" Paul McCartney and Wings

Sublime.
"Up On The House Top" - The Jackson 5

Razzmatazz.
(I'm doing the Charleston whilst saying this.)
"Little Saint Nick" - The Beach Boys

Spunky.
"Merry Christmas (I Don't Want To Fight Tonight)" The Ramones

Rockin'.
"Merry Xmas Everybody" - Slade

Brits!
"Silver and Gold" - Burl Ives

Classic.
"Do They Know It's Christmas?" - Band Aid

Cheese.
"Christmas Wrapping" - The Waitresses

Yee-AH! (Howard Dean intonation)

This Week: Favorite Christmas Character
Catherine Northington
Favorite Christmas Character: Hermey from
Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer
Her Thoughts: Some may find
his nasally voice disconcerting,
but I find Hermey to be endlessly
endearing.
He's
so
relatable,
admire his dental aspirations, his
intellect, and I have a weird affinity for
people (or elves) who hate themselves,
also love his little curliecue of hair. I think he
would make a really cute human, even if he is
shoddily-constructed puppet elf.
Her Views of Sarah: Santa has long been acknowledged as
the greatest symbol of the holiday season, but the Senor Claus
never played a particularly big role in my youth, as far as "be
lieving" goes. I have no memory of believing in Santa, probbly because I wasn't stupid. Sorry, kids. Anyone over the age of
3 3 should be able to discern the mechanical flaws that plague
the whole "Santa" story. It's not like you don't keep getting pres
ents after you find out. I love the CONCEPT of Santa, because
Christmas wouldn't be much of anything without him. But Hermey
will always be my main man.

Sarah Dombroski
Favorite Christmas Character: Santa Claus, the man,
the myth, the legend
Her Thoughts: I believe in the claim that a child is cognizant
of Santa's existence from the moment of their conception.
Bold, yes...but oh so true. Santa is easily everyone's favorite
mythical holiday character, if you choose to use that
terminology to describe Him. Not only is jolly old St. Nick
present in legitimately every Christmas movie (made for
TV or not), but the man is also international! Yeah, I said it.
Homeboy is as popular as Shakira. He is easily the most
attractive, well-travelled movie star any Christmas aficionado
has ever, and will ever, lay eyes on. Undisputably.
Her Views of Catherine: Novice move not choosing
Santa, Catherine. Like, I feel like I am Stephen Colbert in an
epic battle during "Formidable Opponent." I'll put it nicely,
but there really isn't an argument here. Comparatively, and
this is only one subject matter I'm investigating, but Santa
100 percent dominates Arts and Entertainment. I realize this
is aggressive, but I'm just trying to defend his honor that he
does not need me to defend.

The cowl 21

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

HOLIDAY SPECIALS
by Catherine Northington '12

OLIVE THE OTHER REINDEER

A&E Editor

Baby, it's cold outside. And cold weather, in my
experience, isn't so much fun. So grab a mug
of hot cocoa, smack your butt down in front of
the television, and snuggle up to some holiday
classics. There's nothing like a little claymation
to ring in the holiday spirit.

A CHARLIE BROWN CHRISTMAS
Nothing less than a classic, this one. Despite all
the soul-crushing jeers Charlie incurs after he
selects a lackluster tree for the upcoming school
Christmas recital, all those nasty kids (especially
Lucy, the little wench) learn that understanding
and compassion are what Christmas is all about!
(According to Linus, anyway.)

First airing in 1999, this is a relatively
recent addition to holiday television
—Christmas purists would by no
means call it a classic. But Olive's
slick animation, talented voice
acting, eccentric cast of characters,
and sophisticated sense of humor
all contribute to its greatness. Or
maybe it's just my dweeby affinity
for mondegreens.

THE YEAR WITHOUT A SANTA CLAUS
This program answers a lot of age-old
questions for the youthful skeptics among us:
What if Santa wakes up sick on Christmas Eve?
Spoiler alert: despite the ensuing mayhem,
Christmas is ultimately saved. The main
draw of this special is its bomb soundtrack
- the title theme, the Heat Miser and Cold
Miser theme songs, and a heart-wrenching
rendition of "Blue Christmas" are a perfect
recipe for holiday magic.

DR. SEUSS'S HOW THE
GRINCH STOLE CHRISTMAS
This storybook classic is a mustwatch for every holiday-lover,
whether or not you happen to
celebrate Christmas. Even the
Scrooge-iest miser of us all will have
a tear in his eye upon seeing that
once-spiteful Grinch carve up the
townspeople's holiday roast beast
at the program's end.

FROSTY THE SNOWMAN
"Ha-ppy Birthday!" Frosty is crammed with
memorable lines and chunks of unadulterated
(and mostly unintentional) comedy gold.
Another plus: it boasts more than its share of
frenetic 1960s-era animation. Not to mention
that tearjerker finale in the greenhouse. Poor
little Jenny! Ah, and who could forget that
endearingly
half-witted
magician/villain,
Professor Hinkle. Messy, messy, messy!

OTHER MUST-WATCHES
A CHRISTMAS STORY
"Randy lay there like a slug. It was his only defense"is
one of the greatest lines in cinema. Protagonist Ralphie and his dysfunctional family make for a great
laugh.

THE MUPPET CHRISTMAS CAROL
How could the combination of Muppets and Michael
Caine be anything short of exquisite? This film is a
hilarious and touching retelling of a classic holiday
tale, and is accented with one of the catchiest holiday
soundtracks I've ever heard.

HOME ALONE 2: LOST IN NEW YORK
Comedy gold, and one of the rare cases where
the sequel beats out its predecessor.

IT'S A WONDERFUL LIFE
Jimmy Stewart steals the show in this exquisite
addition to holiday cinema. The ending is one
of the most remarkably moving scenes in movie
history Despite its two-hour-plus run time, this
film is worth repeated viewings.
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Duck and Bunny Let’s
by Alison DeNisco 'll
A&E Staff

Nestled in the heart of iconic Wickenden
Street lies the Duck and Bunny, an Alice in
Wonderland-esque eatery replete with dollhouse
charm and exquisite cuisine offerings unlike
any other in the city of Providence.
While
the
cafe/restaurant/teahouse/bar
blend does not display the bottled concoctions
that induced Alice's spontaneous growth and
shrinking spurts, the small, intimate setting
is decorated with delicate glass chandeliers,
themed art, hardwood floors and old-fashioned
fireplaces, rendering it reminiscent of a
modernized English parlor.
This "home-away-from-home" feeling was
cultivated by husband and wife team Daniel
and Jessica Becker. Daniel always wanted to
open a bar, and Jessica longed for a tea shop to
call her own. The end result? The Duck and
Bunny, a self-proclaimed "snuggery," or cozy
and comfortable place in which one can enjoy
an extensive wine and beer list, cupcakes, and
crepes, among other appetizing entities.
Hailing from New York, the couple sought to
bring the cupcake craze of recent years to the
less-competitive arena of Providence, allowing
for a focus on the rich flavors rather than simply
copious amounts of sugar.
The distinct and delicious cupcakes are
featured prominently on white cake stands
on the marble-topped bar. New flavors are
introduced on a routine basis, said Jessica, while
certain staples, including red velvet, brownie
mint surprise, and mocha with espresso
buttercream frosting are offered daily. There
are also vegan and flourless choices that do not
fall short on flavor, such as the double chocolate
with mixed berries vegan option.
The creation of such cupcake delicacies and
the other items on the menu is a collaborative
effort between the couple and various others,
including pastry chefs from Johnson and Wales.
"We traveled to Paris on our honeymoon,

and despite all of the fabulous foods we had
there, we decided that our favorite was the five
dollar crepe we had on the comer one day,"
Jessica recalled with a laugh, "We like to take
things that we've tried before and put our own
creative spin on them."
The eclectic mix of Duck and Bunny
frequenters ranges from students bearing laptops
to parents toting children, seeking their favorite
dessert treats; from young locals working on their
artistic endeavors to older couples enjoying the
traditional English tea, and everyone in between.
"It's great because you'll have someone
covered with tattoos and piercings on one end of
the bar and someone's grandma at the other, and
everyone just meshes together," said Jessica. "It's
really an eclectic mix of people, and that's what
we love about it."
The appeal for college students in particular is
also found in the prices: a "Maxi"-size cupcake is
only $2.75, and there is no obligation to spend a
minimum amount.
"I know when you're in school you're definitely
on a budget, and you get a hearty meal here for
10 bucks, or you're welcome to just come get a
cupcake and coffee, or just hang out and meet up
with friends or do some reading," said Jessica,
"We're open to anyone coming for anything."
The Duck and Bunny's aesthetic marriage of
ambiance and clientele reaches its quirky-cool
climax each week during Pink Floyd Friday,
which entails a midnight dimming of the lights
to listen to The Dark Side of the Moon, as a 1970s
era disco ball spins madly on. Jessica refers
to the weekly listening party as a "kooky yet
entertaining" element of the shop.
Since opening in early February of last year,
the Duck and Bunny has procured several
regular patrons and a stream of steady customers,
especially impressive considering that all
advertising has occurred via word of mouth and
newspaper articles. The proprietors have indeed
succeeded in becoming a part of the unique
community of Wickenden Street, adding another
distinct flavor to the city as a whole.

Rant

by Sarah Dombroski '13
Assistant A&E Editor

This Week:
The Big Man Himself:
Mr. Claus

I apologize in advance if this ruins anything special
for anyone, but Santa Claus is a dream. That's what I'll
go with for now, as the notion of verbally admitting
Santa's non-existence is literally too heart-wrenching to
handle. Waking up Christmas morning with hope and
desire splayed across your face, only to be replaced with
a desolate, cynical fog when the note on the gift reads
"Love Mom and Dad" rather than a sign-off from Jolly
Old St. Nick is just so depressing, and the lack of fauxreindeer hoof prints make your 18-year-old eyes start
to shed immature tears. I may be exaggerating just a
tad, because everyone is fully aware that Christmas still
remains the most jovial, uplifting time of year, but dare
I say the mystical, magical, fantastical element seems to
have slipped under the crack of the door to adulthood.
You no longer vomit in your living room because you
are literally so excited you lose control of your digestive
track, or wake up at 4:30 in the morning and sit on the
stairs in anticipation of the thrilling hour of 9:00, the
time your parents told you it was okay to gleefully trod
down the stairs, like my younger sister still does to this
day. She's 16. I feel as if I speak for all of those gentiles
out there when I say I feel cheated, and want Santa back
in my life.
Yes boys and girls, Michael Jackson had it right, "I
Want You Back." I guess I feel like I didn't really have
a chance to say goodbye, so, instead of calling it Let's
Rant, it should really be called Let's Mourn. I feel like
I'm being a little over dramatic here, so let me rephrase:
I miss the good ol' days. Additionally, I think I can
speak for all when I say that the moral compass guiding
those 5th, 6th, and (dare I say) 7th graders suffered
traumatically when the non-believing set in.
I mean, who dared defy their parents when coal
was on the line? Not a soul, especially one hoping—
nay, praying—for a Barbie dreamhouse for Christmas.
Why risk it? Why eat three Drumsticks before dinner
and take the ulcer-inducing chance of not receiving all
you ever hoped and dreamed for on the fateful morn
of Dec. 25th. Simply not worth it; thus, well-behaved
children were reared all across the U.S. of A, and the
rest of the Christian countries sprinkled all over the
globe. Let the sing-song tune of joy ring! However,
things took a turn for the worse when all of the world's
nice children realized they could be naughty and get off
scott-free. The notion that their parents could also give
them coal seemed to not dissuade them in the slightest.
Ironic, no? Being good was of the utmost importance
only when an other-worldly, or in this case, North
Pole dwelling quasi-human, was the arbiter granting
worthiness to children.
Maybe it's better now. Granted, some of the magic has
been sucked out of Christmas by the little punks who
told you Santa was not real in the first place, but maybe
something else has filled in the gaping hole that Santa
left. Maybe the true spirit of Christmas, the essence, if
you will, is the giving between family members. So, if the
absence of a childhood idol means gaining perspective
on the true generosity of your family and friends, so be
it. Besides, a little rebellion without coal to show for it
never hurt anyone.
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Blacksad, P.I.: Animal Authority
by Jorge Lucas '12
A&E Staff
Talking animals have always been an
integral part of children's entertainment.
Just look at its history from Aesop's
fables all the way up to Disney/Pixar's
repertoire, and you'll find animals only
becoming more and more like humans,
whether in their natural dialogue or
their increasingly anthropomorphic
anatomy, or both. For most adults,
Bugs Bunny and the like are no longer
commonplace. But who says they can
only entertain the young?
Spanish authors Juan Diaz Canales
and Juanjo Guarnido certainly don't
think so. Their comic series, Blacksad,
belies any argument to the contrary.
The series follows the adventures of
John Blacksad, a private investigator
who finds himself trapped in cases of
intrigue, scandal, and crime in which he
deals with seedy hitmen, crooked cops,
white supremacists, zealous politicians,
and underground communists. What
separates these seemingly cliche
characters from your average suspense
film? They're all animals.
With the recent popularity in graphic
novels for adults, Blacksad's release
couldn't have been better timed. The
Spanish authors, Canales (the writer)
and Guarnido (the artist), published
their first episode, “Somewhere Within
the Shadows," under French publisher
Dargaud in 2000 to immediate success,
selling 200,000 copies. The second
installment, "Arctic Nation," was
released in 2003 and the third, "Red
Soul," in 2005.

The huge delay between issues
is justified by the exhaustive work
that goes into producing each one.
To begin with, they are long enough
to be considered graphic novels
individually. But, most impressively,
the entire series is inked and painted
with watercolors by Guarnido. The
result is a beautiful masterpiece that
flows and bursts from every panel,
from beginning to end.
Blacksad takes place in an alternate
universe that closely parallels 1950s
America and is inspired by the iconic
imagery and gritty plots of Hollywood
film noir. But the comic owes more than
that to film. Every panel is composed
cinematically with dramatic angles,
chiaroscuro lighting, and suspenseful
build-ups.
The species ascribed to each
character is chosen according to the
character's personality and physical
presence. The brute are bears, the slimy
are lizards, and the noble are dogs.
Blacksad himself—a sly, mysterious
loner—is, most fittingly, a cat. Despite
its
cartoony
nature,
Guamido's
drawings (or more appropriately
"paintings") are shockingly realistic,
and
his
characters
oftentimes
transcend caricature to convey rather
subtle, human gestures.
The first issue boasts a raw, grainy
look to match the story's dark, seedy
atmosphere. But as the series progresses,
the art gets cleaner and sharper. Rather
than being an artistic decision, this higher
quality seems to be simply the effect of
the artist having more money and time.
Consequently, the art does lose some of its

visceral charm in
the later issues, but
is no less gorgeous
to look at.
As far as the
noir plotlines go,
they frequently
come across as
cliche, but always
deliberately
so,
and
the
twists are rarely
predictable. The
comic
series'
most
effective
moments,
however,
are
those that tackle
issues
more
explicitly
than
film noir ever
could
have.
Even with (or
because of the)
animals as the
central players,
marital
affairs,
racial inequality,
and Communist
subversion
are
communicated
powerfully and provocatively. In
fact, the talking animals who promote
supremacy of white fur serve to unveil
the absurdity behind racist beliefs.
John Blacksad, incidentally a black cat,
represents courageous opposition to
such foolish schools of thought.
Fortunately for American audiences,
Dark Horse Comics published all
three episodes in one collection and

released it in October of this year. It's
entitled, simply enough, Blacksad, and
it's truly worth every penny. Canales
and Guarnido have fashioned a new
hero whose hardboiled courage
matches Humphrey Bogart's detective
Sam Spade's, whose image recalls
Batman's iconic shape, and whose
feline nature never detracts, but rather,
adds to his charm.

FASHION WATCH
THE NEW"IT"GIRL: FLORENCE WELCH
by Lauren Starr '11
A&E Staff
Have you recently heard the
tune playing in the background
of the Eat, Pray, Love commercial?
If not, you should listen up! The
band and its talented front lady,
Florence Welch, make up Florence
and the Machine. Besides Florence
and the Machine's fresh sound and
their catchy tunes such as "Dog
Days are Over" and "Kiss with a

Fist," the front woman's style and
the way she turns heads with her
visionary fashion should be noted.
Every once in a while an artist
comes along with exciting personal
style that challenges the norms of
Hollywood dress. Last year it was
Lady Gaga, with her meat garment,
headdresses made of telephones
and lace, and a dress made out of
Kermit the frog. Lady Gaga's style
has perhaps made her a new legend
in the fashion world. She constantly
wears
things
that we didn't
even know could
be clothes, let
alone red carpet
worthy.
But
the
woman to watch
now is Florence.
Florence Welch
and her backing
band,
The
Machine, burst
onto the scene
with their 2009
album
Lungs.
Born
in
the
U.K. and only
22-years-old,
Florence exudes
unique
fashion
flair as seen in
her "Dog Day's"
video.
In
the

video, she wears a Victorian lace
dress, a long, decorative pendant,
and outstanding red face make-up,
while surrounded by blue skin-toned
Go-Go dancers. Sounds odd, yet at
the same time, it draws you to her.
Daughter of a professor of
Renaissance Studies, her style is
romantic and embraces the
time period about which
her mother once taught.
With bright colors, bursting
floral patterns, feathers,
and a lot of edginess her
clothes impress and catch
people's attention. Not to
mention her stunning red
hair and sharp features
make her almost a modern
fashion
muse.
She
embraces feminine styles,
long flowing dresses, and
70s
inspired
clothing.
Florence makes you want
to raid every vintage store
in
Providence
for
the
perfect balance of lace and
worn in denim.
A fabulous example of her
personal style was shown
at the 2010 VMA's back in
September, where Florence
rocked a Givenchy lace gold
dress with simple hair and
a red lip, or at the 2010 Q
Awards in October, where
she wore a feathered black

YSL piece that was just enough and
gave her a classic look, with a New
Age twist. She has a wardrobe to
be craved. Florence Welch may be
the next "It" girl, and if her fashion
doesn't catch you, check out some
of her music. I guarantee you will
be hooked.
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Just In Time For Christmas

Frilly the Frosted Snowflake
By Conor Leary 'll
Portfolio Editor

Fiction
Frilly the frosted snowflake was
born inside a cloud in the frigid
December sky. She was not born alone,
for no snowflake is ever born alone.
She developed her crystallized prongs
and the sheen of her frosty skin by
feeding on the nutritious moisture that
passed through the cloud. She spent
her maturing days fluttering through
the confines of her home and touching
the outstretched prongs of other
snowflakes, her brotherly and sisterly
ones, while whistling her humor into
the passing breezes.
In scooting her way around the cloud,
she encountered a tiny flake, a mere
speck of white against its very edge.
She guided her crystal form around the
others huddled together to fly next to
it. As it grew nearer, she realized the
golden light passing through the cloud
made her shimmer. She felt the glisten
and smiled warmly. She guided her
prongs to shine the light-on the small
speck. It looked malnourished and
hardly grown. It turned slowly around
as Frilly danced the reflection of light
near it. Its dark face made Frilly freeze.
It looked so sick.
"Are you okay?" Once the speck had
turned around again, Frilly gathered
the courage inside her snowy self. She
wavered gently next to him and heard
him grumbling. He looked down at the
unbelievable distance that glistened, so
white and beautiful below.
Frilly would watch the beautiful
orange light rise, and every time
it did, she loved how it turned the
infinite distance into a shining place.
She thought it reflected a perfect
world, one she hoped she would fall
to. Seeing its shining whiteness, she
thought of those flakes that had fallen
legendarily before her and grew
excited to follow them.
"No," the speck grumbled over and
over, still staring at the great descent.
"What's wrong?" Frilly questioned,
still peering down at the beautiful length.
"We are wrong." Frilly drew back,
her prongs flying. She searched her
shaped form, chiseled and molded
to produce her unique shape. Every
attribute was sheer and glistened
beautifully. She was utterly distinct and
that made her a snowflake, because
no snowflake ever looked the same.
Even the tiny, grumbling speck was a
snowflake. He was very different from
her, but was still a flake.
"No snowflake can ever be wrong,"
she spirited, pressing close to him.
She thought he must have disliked his

appearance, for it was dramatically
different. Where her prongs were
crystalized and graceful, his were
stumpy and short. Where the center
of her body became a gorgeous vision
of diamonds with rigid cuts and sharp
edges, his was rounded and pressed
inward. She wished to remind him that
all snowflakes were supposed to be as
they were shaped. It was in the nature
of a snowflake to understand that its
perfection laid in the unique shape it
had come to be. The speck tore away so
suddenly, it made Frilly squeak.
"Leave the frost of our existence
behind! We are shaped in these clouds
to be thrown out and to fly for no time
at all before crashing into the ground!
There we'll lie, broken and paralyzed,
until that light scorches us alive."
The gruesome prophet made Frilly
squeak with more dread. Her tone
was evaporated by the wind that cut
into the side of the cloud, threatening
to slice an opening in the womb and
send her out in a storm of flurries.
Frilly quivered and hoped with all the
hope in her flake that it would remain
together, forever sealed. For the time
being, it did.
"We are meant to fall. We are
wrong." The little speck of a flake
disappeared into the abyss of shifting
snowflakes. Watching after him,
Frilly found her family, her brotherly
and sisterly flakes, unaffected by
his outbursts. His voice had been a
squeak to her and inaudible to the
others. His secret remained inside of
her, and that made her feel like a very
lonely snowflake.
Frilly the frosted snowflake did not
move for a long time. As the light in the
sky began to fade, she looked angrily
at the shocking orange color. She could
already feel its heat and checked her
prongs constantly for any signs of
melting. She could hear her family
gathering for dinner, rejoicing at the
sustenance that would be delivered
in shiny pieces through the friendly
winds that entered so freely into the
cloud. It made Frilly sad to hear them
so happy. She was the one waiting for
the wind to slice open all their ends.
She considered how long she
would last, wavering and peddling
her prongs her hardest once she was
out of her womb. The small speck
was nowhere to be found. She was left
alone. She stared out at the distance
between her life and her fall. It had
grown dismal and dark, no longer
shining with heavenly radiance. It
seemed gruesome to her now. She saw
the unfairness of her existence. She
saw how being a snowflake could be
forever wrong.
As she watched, lights appeared.
More followed, and the sources
glowed as vibrantly as the golden light

did when it rose and set, but in many
different colors. Frilly watched the
lights twinkle in the peaceful haven
and rhythmically exchange radiance
in choreographed patterns. Reds,
greens, and golds shined beautifully
in arranged settings while bulbs of
red and white wrapped triangular
rooftops. In the darkness, Frilly saw a
beautiful wonderland and forgot why
falling towards such a place was so
bad. It looked beautiful, even in the
dark when beautiful lights appeared
and made her want to fall faster, no
matter what, to be amongst all the
pretty lights.
The cloud was not sliced. Frilly
barely noticed but she suddenly felt
the cloud was gone. She floated in a
new abyss and turned to see her family
free and dancing in the unbelievable
darkness. They toyed and played with
one another, calling her forward and
dancing endlessly.
Frilly saw the speck of a snowflake in
the darkness as well, pulling into itself
and readying itself for the end. Frilly
swayed in his direction. Sidling next to
him, she offered him a prong. He took

it slowly and she whipped him into the
flurry storm of fun. She squeaked and
she heard, even beneath the excitement
of her brotherly and sisterly flakes, the
speck of a flake squeak as well.
Hovering quite near the end,
Frilly heard a pleasant sound. As she
sauntered towards the shiny haven
of lights, she saw large beings with
bulky clothing standing on a lawn
christened by newly fallen flakes. She
saw one of the taller beings lower a
much smaller being, bundled and
stiffened by heavy clothing, to touch
the gathered flakes. The smallest
squeak exited the being's mouth and
it made Frilly feel all tingly inside.
As she settled into the gathering
of snowflakes, she lay with her eyes
to the sky. In it, her cloud no longer
remained. For a split second, she saw
a sleigh carrying a rotund being away.
He shouted something and Frilly found
herself suddenly very comfortable,
lying with the rest of the flakes.
"Merry Christmas to all, and to all a
good night!"
She would be legendary for falling.

Christmas Haikus
by Dara Plath ’13
Asst. Portfolio Editor

Beneath mistletoe,
I have found myself standing...
With the family dog.
*•

••

,

.S’**

There’s black ice outside.
Be careful or you will fall
Into Christmas past.

The tree: Enchanting
With color so bright I think,
I’ll believe tonight.
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White-Collar Christmas
By Keely Mohin '14
Portfolio Staff

Fiction
Shea sat on the wooden bench next
to an elf much younger than himself.
The man (or should he say boy?) wore
a black suit, held a briefcase in his lap,
and every five minutes, checked a
small Blackberry that otherwise rested
in his jacket pocket. Shea looked down
at his jingly shoes, his bright red pants,
and his green, long-sleeved vest, and
gulped. Clearly, he had come out of
retirement to a much different work
force. He pulled his resume from his
pocket, looked over its crayon-written
content, and resisted the urge to tear
the paper to pieces, run from the North
Pole Toy Employment Services, and
return home to his wife to tell her
that, sorry, they would have to put
off installing the candy cane maker in
the kitchen indefinitely. Just as Shea
mustered enough courage to place
his pride aside, however, a tiny, elfin
receptionist walked into the waiting
room and called his name. Shea stood
to follow the receptionist and heard
the young elf laugh in pity behind him.
The woman led him down a green
and red striped hallway and left him
outside a closed office door with the
name MR. EDWARD SHUFFLES
etched elegantly into its wood.
"Knock once. Don't go in if he
doesn't answer." Before Shea could ask
her what exactly he should do in that
case, however, she scurried away to
answer a ringing phone. Shea sighed
and knocked softly once.
"Come in!" A high, squeaky voice
called from inside. Shea turned the
doorknob and saw a man even younger
than the one in the waiting room sitting
behind an immense oak desk.
"Have those computer game
programs come in yet from the
graphic designers?"
"Excuse me?" Shea asked with a
bemused look on his face. Mr. Shuffles
rolled his eyes impatiently and
pointed to the Bluetooth attached to
his right ear. He nodded as if whoever
was speaking had said something
extremely important, and began to type
furiously on his laptop. He pointed
absentmindedly to the chair in front of
his desk and Shea took it as a command
to sit down.
After twenty minutes, the young elf
clicked a button on the Bluetooth and began
organizing papers strewn about his desk.
"So," he said, once he had organized
himself, "you're here about a position
as toy maker, correct?" Mr. Shuffles
looked up at Shea for the first time and
widened his eyes as he observed Shea's
work wardrobe. Apparently, Shea was
learning, old work conduct had become
tremendously obsolete.
"Yes, that's right," Shea responded,
ignoring the man's condescension. "I
have thirty years of experience under
my belt."
" Mmm-hmm and what are Jvour skills?"

PHOTO COURTESY ASCHAEFFE«

tr/iAW

. R’JO^ CTO IS

"I worked mainly as a carpenter
-rocking horses, puzzles, and suchbut I did a little work in the painting
department as well."
"The what?" Mr. Shuffles asked
impatiently.
"The painting department..." Shea
responded slowly, as if speaking to
someone extremely dense. Mr. Shuffles
blinked slowly, sighed, folded his
hands primly on his desk, and began
talking in a very matter-of-fact manner.
"First off, what is your name?"
"Shea."
"Okay, Shea, I'm a straight shooter
and I'm going to give it to you as it
is. I don't know what kind of North
Pole Toy Department you left, but I
can assure you the one you have come
back to is very different. We don't
have a painting department. All of
our toys are painted by machines run
by technicians." Shea frowned and
pulled his resume from his pocket.
"I'm sure I can do something
here. I've listed all of my skills on
my resume." Mr. Shuffles took the
crumpled paper from Shea's grasp and
raised his eyebrows upon perusing it.
"What is this? Crayon? Haven't
you ever heard of a printer?"
"A what?" Shea asked.
"Never mind,"
Mr.
Shuffles
answered with a shake of his head.
Shea bit his lip worriedly, and a look
of exasperated pity came over Mr.
Shuffles.
"Listen," he said in a slightly
kinder tone, "maybe I can find
you something. Do you have any
computer skills?"
"No," answered Shea.
"Can you assemble a Wii?"
"A what?"
"Can you bedazzle a cell phone?"
"Bedazzle.. .cell phone?"
"Do you work with Mac or PC?"
"As in macaroni and cheese?
"Have you any experience with
iPods?"
"Do you mean a tripod?
Mr. Shuffles sighed.
"I'm sorry, Mr. Shea, but I simply
can't offer you a job. Kids today are all
about technology. Blue-collar work is a
thing of the past. They want their video
games. They want their cell phones.
They are all about downloading music.
They want their images superimposed
on a Justin Bieber poster. They don't
care about monopoly or jack-in-the-box
or building blocks. These kids are high
tech in a high tech world, Mr. Shea.
Time is money. I can't waste any of it
while you spend three days building a
rocking horse by hand. If you can't use
a computer program, you can't work
for us. My deepest apologies."
Shea found himself escorted out of
Mr. Shuffles'office and stood at the curb
dazed and confused. He began walking
to his left, realized his home was in the
opposite direction, and rearranged his
course. He ignored fellow elves as they
greeted him good day, and walked
about in an utter cloud, wondering
how quickly the children of the world
had changed.

A very Bumpy Night
By Margaret Barresi ’12
Portfolio Staff

Ready the harnesses, it’s time to fly,
Everyone waved as the reindeer took to the sky.
Off they went through the starry night,
Pushing and pulling with all of their might.

The cold wind soared over the top of the sleigh,
The red glow of Rudolph’s nose lighting the way.
In no time at all they had covered half of the map,
When suddenly they encountered a little mishap.

Rudolph’s nose flickered, then burned out,
There was no more light emanating from his snout.
-What are we going to do?-Screamed Comet,-What a mess!
-Where in the name of gingerbread is my GPS?

-Steady boys-cried Santa-There’s no need to worry,
-I’ll fix this as sure as your little heads are furry.
-We can make it alright without Rudolph’s valiant nose,
We’ll land this sleigh perfectly on the tips of our toes.
He tightened the harnesses, leading them down through the sky,
Ignoring the claims that they were too young to die.
Down they went through the starry night,
Screeching and whining their expressions of fright.
That’s when they saw it, the scariest sight of all,
The black shingles of a roof ready to break their fall.
-EASY BOYS-cried Santa-let’s land with some grace,
There’s no Christmas Spirit in a broken face.

They lowered their thin little legs as gently as could be,
Barely just skimming the tops of the trees.
Gently, gently their hooves touched the ground,
So close to making it without a sound.
But without the light from his nose, Rudolph was pretty much blind,
No one really knew how or really knew why.
But in any case, he couldn’t see a thing,
And in that way jump-started the tripping.

Boom, boom, boom, they skidded across the icy slope
To be gentle and quiet, they had given up hope.
The edge was approaching, they had nowhere left to go...
All that was left was 18 little antlers, and 1 red hat, sticking out of the snow.
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"Breathe in experience, breathe out poetry."
-Muriel Rukeyser
'"poetry isfrostedfire."

-J. Patrick Lewis

Caverns
by Derek Knox ’11
Guest Portfolio

I should leave now
Here I say too much
Shouting aimlessly into the caverns between us
An effort to fill them
Or propel outward again from the depths

waiting May
by Alex BetGeorge ’11
Portfolio Staff
It’s summer. Eleanor’s roses’ petals
land in the sandy-fallow soil that

Eleanor made fertile with fertilizer.
She bends her titanium-prosthetic joints
to the garden plot adjacent to our driveway,
prying spines from roses’ stalks.
The Eucharist melts sins
from repenting Christians’
hearts on Sunday mornings.
By Sunday-noons,
our hearts are Eleanor’s
untended roses’ stalks.
Eleanor chose to grow new roses
last spring. She lets them grow,
spines attached. They are yellow
(my favorite color) and pink
(my least). Their sunset tinted
heads incline toward the sky,
pushed upward by greedy unpruned
stalks. “Too young to prune,” she says.

I’m six-nearing-seven,
scared Mary’s month does
not come soon enough
before a cross-stamped wafer
passes my lips so I’m sinless,
weekly, for one hour.

Vitro
by Bobby Bretz ’ 12
Portfolio Staff
If all the world were made of glass,
Your heart would be iron ore—
It would fall from your chest and out of your ass
And down through the crystalline floor,
And people would panic—there’d be no escape
When it shatters the planet’s core,
And forever I’d fall through the silence of space,
My spirit in shards once more.

I am sealed in by imagination—
You are the hand that raps on the glass
When I am sleeping
In dreams of perfection
Agitated,
I spit venom in my own eyes, and throw the tears at pou
Gently

How did such an arrangement come to be?
This us
In a former life I was a bungee jumper—
You showed me a new place to dive

(A headlong plunge, giddy in the dark
Retracting
A bit less each turn
Until momentum’s final sigh leaves me
To hang in foreign chambers
A cocoon;
Something pawed at,
This way, that way, and this continued)
I have remained here
Warm, secure,
Only somewhat hungry,
For what feels an impossible episode
And the old days have stopped visiting
And I do not know where I am

Unfunny
by Blake Bergeron ’ll
Portfolio Staff

unfunny the comic time alone
like vaudeville misdeed in an uncommon
era of thieves, how little I have slept
with thought of comedy and crackle,
coffin and dove, where have I gone? up river
and over? no matter, they proceed
like the business of the moon.
perhaps i amble in peace of the dawn
or trickle like spring in the crevice.
perhaps i ruffle and tumble
in the lay of my brain.
i don’t know, they don’t know.
but they must have known, like business
of moon and wave and flood, daily business,
they must have known
when the coffin and the dove
made business of love, must have known
when we made business of man
and lived in the aftermath
with coffee and sun and ticket stub,
they must have known.
i must have known.
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Shakespeare Series #5: The Holiday Tempest
silver
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twinkling
blues.
It followed cold
cold
image
and
made
eyes
shed
inquiries when her eldest sister and silver
and
twinkling
blues.
It followed
image
and
it it
made
hishis
eyes
shed
mother found it necessary to drink, eat, the small steps William had taken illusionary streams. He stood, the man's
or otherwise scoff the responsibility away from him.
imagination embodied, watching the
away. Her energy was beautiful, but
"And yet, I no longer wish to be life fade from him.
Fiction
she knew when to succumb to the free." It argued and brought its white
"It is you who has charmed the
power of her family's traditional fingers to grab him. William sensed the world," Ariel tried, but it brought
The feast on the eve of Christmas Day dinner. It became difficult at times to authority of his approaching hand and William's hand slowly to his eyes. He
was restricted to a perilous silence. The keep the exuberance going, especially whirled around.
wiped away the tears slowly.
"You have always wished for it,
tension could be easily sought and found when her father found it simpler to
"Yet, I have never charmed my
in the sharp features on the ladies at the remain eating. She meant to ask him Ariel! I have but given it to you, so be family." Ariel bowed his head and
table, two of which used their items of another question, but peered around glad, and be gone!" William hollered. found the emotion of utter sadness so
golden cutlery to grind cryptic messages the table. She noticed the silence and The spirit before him cowered in easy to conform to. He was suddenly hit
into the platters before them. They made the decision not to break it. It the frozen air, its skin tainted so by all the fantastical ranges of sadness
mystically. It stood chiseled out of ice William Shakespeare had achieved.
bypassed the food entirely. The lady, hurt her heart.
"If I may..." Judith, Susannah, and and enlivened by magic.
Anne, sipped more from her wine goblet
He sensed the gripping pain of his
"I knew not my freedom would kings, queens, princes, and peasants.
than she picked at the shreds of food on Anne lifted their brows. Two pairs of
her plate. Her features were iced by tire eyes flew up sharply, while a single deny the world such a prominent gift." He caught the triumphant pangs that
wintiy air stealing its way into the warm pair glittered with light. William set Ariel folded his arms over his narrow brought his players to their knees and
room, making all in attendance shiver. down his utensils. He grew confident chest and his figure wavered. Its water loads from audience's eyes.
She was beautiful and seemed to be a against the mixture of threats and shimmering shadow made William's
William, in pulling himself from his
gorgeous picture at one time in her life. praise being forced on him by his eyes blink and brought his exhaustion chair, took Ariel's elusive shoulders.
Over the years, her skin had frozen into family. He had done something wrong, to a deeper level. He felt ready to sleep,
"You must go. Be free and enchant
wrinkles and her eyes had become a frigid but that something had provided the and with his slackened jaw, fought the world. You are the magic. I was just
blue. Tonight, they seemed to monitor the very livelihood they had all enjoyed. against the rebellious spirit.
one magician in a world of creators."
"It is time. I have broken your chain.
actions of the man at the head of the table He would not argue with them on
William's knees hit the floor and
severely, her mind quietly overturning the holiday, but would give them the I have broken my staff."
released a groan through the house.
the possibility that she could have easily greatest gift he could ever imagine,
"You have stomped the life out of He knelt in the darkness, Ariel had
better than any seats he had secured your quill!" Ariel whistled violently and vanished through the nearest window,
asked the servants to intoxicate his food.
A soft cough came from Susannah, them in his theatre or any play he had brought his form closer to William's. He his glowing nature left in the snow. A
meant to intimidate the elderly man, but soft sound echoed from the doorway
the eldest daughter seated at the ever dedicated to them.
"I will be coming home this year. wrapped such cold arms around it, he and brought Judith scurrying in. She
expansive table. Her posture was
perfect and her willowy shoulders For good." There was a powerful ended up stabilizing him. He brought knelt to hold her father and in touching
touched the back of her chair and depression that crushed the statures of William to the armchair beside the his skin, gripped his hands firmer.
allowed her fingers to fool with her fork the ladies before him. Their faces were fire and glanced at his condition. The
"Father, you are quite cold." She
like an indolent witch with her wand. no longer stalwart but succumbed to playwright breathed shallowly and his screeched and meant to force him
She shared the mannerisms of her their personal astonishments. Casting eyes filled with water.
towards the fire. He got to his feet and
"I am the most tired I've ever been," held her close to him.
mother, each woman tucking their hair his eyes to his youngest daughter, he
he muttered, and Ariel brought the chill
in stem buns and keeping the wrinkles saw tears.
"Dear daughter, you are so warm."
"I will rest only...with you all." The in the air around him. It was such a
of their faces peering forward. She
looked not at the man at the end of the announcement echoed into the depths
table as often as her mother did, but of their souls. The patriarch of their
when she did, disappointment flooded family, who had remained so invisible
her eyes like a black abyss. Whenever in their lives, always in London, left
she met his gaze, when he chose to set the room after the playwright had
down his fork and gulp from his goblet, promised to disappear forever.
William remained in his study for
she made sure to grab her father's
attention with her wicked peering. She the dwindling hours of the night. He
had always thought he had brought embraced the fire's side and pressed his
her temper into one of his ladies of thumbs into his temples. He yawned
the stage. She had never decided on and stretched the tightness out of
whom, but she knew he saw her as his hands. He observed them in the
one of his tragic vixens. She had been firelight. They looked exhausted and
so much inspiration for him over the he imagined they looked so brutishly
years. She imagined he would leave decrepit, more so than his aged face.
He heard no sounds and the
this year and write another feminine
persona that castrated the hero with crackling of the fire before him
her vicious temper and words based brought heaviness to his eyes. While
on her own. Another Lady Macbeth suspended in the tranquility of the
evening, he lifted his head slowly to
would grace the stage.
There was a murmuring of find a presence standing before him.
Christmas conversation. It came It was familiar, and growling as an
from the small mouth of Judith, the unruly man contesting old age would,
youngest daughter, which curled into William rose.
"I have set you free..." He
a smile in between her rosy cheeks.
She sat near her father, with her honey grumbled and the presence mimicked
hair crimped nicely and intertwined his movements. It uncurled its elusive
with festive ribbons. She had been the body, its ephemeral nature almost
one to fuel the dinner with laughter at dissolving on the passing chills but
her father's quiet jests and answer his reforming into a beautiful spectacle of
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All I want for Christmas is...

"The bar to be open at McPhails on Thursday
nights!"
Emily Goodman '11

"Dave Castellano."
Dave Castellano '11, Lauren Montano '11

"Civ to be over."
Tyler Tierney '14, Spencer Georgiades '14

"You!"
Jacky Huaman '13, Taniquewah Jett '13,
Imani Smith-Dell '13

"Another year at PC, but without the work!"
Caroline Rende '11, Rachel Sheehan '11

"A newborn...in a manger."
Elisabeth Jeffcote '13

ZZI don't celebrate
Christmas."
-Father Peter Batts, O.P.
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ABOVE:

Members of the Portuguese Club served some delicious grub at
their Portuguese Food Night on Tuesday Night in McPhail's.

Art and marketing majors organized the "Vision of Hope" silent
auction to raise money and awareness for breast cancer. The event
took place in '64 Hall last Thursday.

ABOVE:

ABOVE:

Students watched the new Matchstick Productions film "The
Way I See It" in Moore Hall on Wednesday night. Outdoor
Adventure Club and Red Bull sponsored the event and even
set up a stocked fridge of free Red Bull by the door.

PC students watched a live stream of the PC vs. BC game in
McPhail's on Wednesday night.

Cxi

ABOVE:

The Christmas tree lit on Monday night after a blessing
from Fr. Cuddy.

decorating the White House Christmas tree."

December 9, 2010

SPORTS

The Cowl 31

Friars Scoreboard
Scores • Standings • Statistics • Schedules • Standouts

Standouts

Vincent Council

Corinne Buie

Men's Basketball
Sophomore — Brooklyn, N.C.
Council had 16 assists against Brown,
tying the PC school single game record
set by Vin Ernst in 1963.

Women's Hockey
Freshman — Edina, Minn.
Buie had three assists in the Friars' victory
over New Hampshire, and scored a goal
the next day against UConn.

Scores

Schedules

Friday, Dec. 3
Women's Basketball at Brown
Men's Swim & Dive at Harold Anderson Invitational
Women's Swim & Dive at Harold Anderson Invitational
Men's Hockey vs. Maine

W, 84-74
1/6
2/6
T, 3-3 (OT)

Saturday, Dec. 4
Men's Basketball vs. Rhode Island
Women's Basketball vs. Florida
Women's Hockey vs. New Hampshire
Men's Hockey vs. Maine

W, 87-74
L, 73-56
W,4-2
L, 5-0

Sunday, Dec. 5
Women's Hockey vs. Connecticut

W,5-l

Monday, Dec. 6
Men's Basketball vs. Brown

W, 91-64

Tuesday, Dec. 7
Men's Hockey at Brown

T, 4-4 (OT)

Wednesday, Dec. 8
Men's Basketball at Boston College
Women's Basketball vs. Notre Dame

L, 88-86
L, 79-43

Saturday, Dec. 11
Men's Basketball vs. Alabama
Men's Hockey vs. Quinnipiac

2:00 p.m.
2:00 p.m.

There are no events scheduled during Finals Week.

Standings
Men's Hockey East
Team

Hockey East
T
L
W

9
Boston College
New Hampshire 7
Boston University 6
Merrimack
5
Maine
5

Providence
Northeastern
Massachusetts
Vermont
UMass-Lowell

3
3
2
1
2

4
1
3
4
2
4
6
3
6
10

0
2
4
3
2
4
3
3
3
0

Women's Hockey East
Overall
W
L
T
11
9
8
7
7

5
2
3
4
3

6

6

3
3
1
2

9
6
8
12

0
4
5
4
4
5
4
3
4
2

Team

Hockey East
W
L
T

Boston College
6
Boston University 5
Providence
4
Connecticut
4
Northeastern
3
Maine
2
Vermont
1
New Hampshire 2

1
1

2
4
3
3
6
7

2
3
1
1
3
2
4
0

Overall
W
L
T
11
13

13
7
10
7
2
8

2
2
5
10
4
7
8
9

4
3
1
1
4
3
8
0
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Providence Splits Weekend Series Against No. 9 Maine
by Alexis Smith '12
Sports Staff

Men’s Hockey
After back-to-back games over the
weekend, the Friars are walking away
with just one point. The Men's Hockey
Team was defeated by No. 9 Maine 5-0
on Saturday night at Schneider Arena.
Maine now stands at 7-3-4 overall and
5-2-5 in Hockey East. The Black Bears'
Martin Ouellette stopped 32 shots en
route to the shutout.
"We didn't give ourselves the chance
to get another point," said Friars Head
Coach Tim Army.
In the first period, Maine jumped
out first, when Joey Diamond scored at
12:16. Diamond was in alone against PC
goalie Alex Beaudry '12 and fired a wrist
shot from a tough angle that deflected
off a PC player and into the net.
The Friars did not back down,
outshooting Maine 11-4 in the second
period, but it was the Black Bears who
scored late in the period to increase
their lead to 2-0. Maine's Spencer Abbot
skated in on a breakaway before lifting a
back hander into the net at 17:02.
More of Maine's players gained points
as Gustav Nyquist scored 38 seconds
into the third period which gave the
Black Bears a three-goal cushion. At this
point, Justin Gates '12 entered the game
in goal for the Friars. Maine then added
two more goals to seal the win and end
its three-game winless streak. This loss
marked the Friars' first home defeat this
season. "Part of being a goalie is staying in
the game and staying focused the whole
time because you never know when the
coach might cail on you," said Gates.
Both teams finished with 32 shots on
goal and Andy Balysky '12 led the Friars
with four shots on goal.
"The motto for us this year is that we
want to have push back, we hit hard, and
keep on moving," said Alex Velischek
'13. "There was no point during the
game that we didn't think we had a shot
at coming back," said Velischek
Providence earned one point against
Maine in Friday's game, which ended in a

TIM GILLIGAN

Derek Army ’14 scored his third goal of the season in the Friars’ 4-4 tie against Brown in the 25th Annual Mayor’s Cup on Tuesday, Dec. 7.

3-3 overtime tie. Chris Rooney '13 scored
a short-handed breakaway goal with 4:50
remaining in the third period.
"Obviously every time we set foot out
on the ice to play another team we are
going out there to get two points and
get the win," said Rooney. "So it didn't
exactly go as expected but to be able to
come from behind and get the 3-3 tie and
take a point was good."
The game was right from the start an
evenly-matched contest. Things looked
glum when the Friars were down 3-2
and lost a faceoff in their own end on
a penalty kill. Rooney then poked a
pass back to the center ice, raced in
between two defenders and skated
on a breakaway before firing a wrist
shot past Shawn Sirman. It marked
Rooney's third goal of the season. With
1:27 remaining in overtime, the Friars
killed another penalty. It appeared the
Tanner House had scored the game
winner just as time expired. After video
replay, it was determined that it was

Merry Christmas

not a goal because the puck crossed
the goal line after time had run out.
The Friars' penalty kill thwarted all
eight Maine power-play chances.
"We didn't seem to have great leg,"
said Coach Army, "We weren't skating
the way we are capable and Maine
took advantage of that sloppiness."
Maine scored 45 seconds into
the first period in a back and forth
battle between the teams. This made
the score 1-0 on a goal by Spencer
Abbott. The Friars needed just 18
seconds tp score the response as
Co-Captain Kyle MacKinnon '11
pounced on a rebound in front and
put home his team-leading 10th goal
of the season. The two assists came
from Co-Captain Ian O'Connor '11
and Kevin Hart '14.
Maine came back with a response
when Abbott scored on a breakaway,
his second of the night, to give his
team a 2-1 lead at 12:28. The Friars
did not take that lying down. They

Indoor Track Team Opens Season in Busy Weekend
RESULTS
Fordham Invitational
Women's Results
60 Meter Dash
6
Maria Pantazelos

8.5

200 Meter Dash
2 Christina Lavigne
3 Toni Rauseo 27.9
5 Meredith Daly

. ;27.5 j

28.4

400 Meter Dash
4 .Molly Shapiro
5 Meg Van Name
13 Jenna Raymond
14 Caileigh Grove

1:01.8
1:02.6
1:06.2
1:06.3

800 Meter Run
1 Jackie McCarthy
3 Laura Isabel le2:26.6
7 Julie Wolf
8 Samantha Mran
10 Caitlin Plunkett
18 Molly McCann

Cowl Sports Staff!

scored 3:21 later when Alex
Velischek '13 netted his first goal
of the seasons on a slap shot from
the point. The assists came from
Balysky and Tim Schaller '12.
The Black Bears regained the lead
3-2 just 1:13 into the third period
on Diamond's seventh goal of the
season. Bobby Dee played a pass
from behind the PC net to Diamond
who fired a one timer past goalie
Beaudry. Main held a one-goal lead
until Rooney's goal in the third
period. Beaudry finished with 36
saves for the Friars while Sirman
stopped 33 shots.
The Friars make it back on the ice
on Saturday, Dec. 11, at 2:00 p.m. when
they play Quinnipiac at Schneider
Arena. Providence will then enjoy a
three week break from competition.
"The upcoming break will good
for the guys, it will give us a chance
to rest up and get ready for the
second half push," said Gates.

2:25.3
2:27.7
2:29.9
2:34.7
2:41.8

1 Mile Run
6 Christina Conley
7 Elizabeth DeVivo
13 Jenna Ludwick
14 Abi Alegi
15 Shannon Gombos

5:24.2
5:25.9
5:48.20
5:51.1
5:52.9

60 Meter Hurdles
3 Jennifer Bell

9.4

Long Jump
3 Christina Lavigne

4.89

Triple Jump
1
Christina Lavigne
6 Maria Pantazelos
7 Meredith Dalv
. .
... .'

-

10.64
9.67
9.26

Fordham Invitational
Men's Results
60 Meter Dash
2 Gerry Briand
2 Brian Stannard

7.2
7.2

200 Meter Dash
1 Thomas Manglaviti
9 Kevin Amarucci
10 Kwaku Frimpong

23.4
24.9
25.0

400 Meter Dash
2 Nik Andrews

51.5

800 Meter Run
5 Nikolas Rebovich
9 Chris Booker

2:00.7
2:02.1

1 Mile Run
1
Alex Wallace
2 Corey Brunelle
10 Edward Jennings
17 NickBarao

4:24.1
4:26.2
4:33.4
4:36.9

60 Meter Hurdles
2 Philip Connaughton

Shot Put
7 Patrick Bowler

8.4
*
10.28

Next up for the women is
the Sorlein Invitational on
Saturday, Jan. 22.

The men return to action on
Friday, Jan. 28, at the Terrier
Classic.
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Offense Propels Friars to
Definitive Win Over URI
by Joe Dalli '14 &
John Butler '11
Sports Staff

Men’s Basketball
Before a maximum capacity crowd
at the Dunkin Donuts Center, the Men's
Basketball Team soundly defeated the
URI Rams 87-74 in the 121st meeting
between Providence and Rhode Island.
Marshon Brooks '11 led the Friars
with 26 points and surpassed the 1,000
point mark for his collegiate career.
Brooks' stellar play was complemented
by Vincent Council, whose 17 points
and speed overpowered an injuryplagued Ram team.
"Nobody thought we could win this
game," said Brooks. "We just wanted
to come out here and play hard."
And if that is what Brooks and the
Friars wanted to do, they succeeded
and made a believer out of at least one
member of the other side.
"[The Friars] did a good job of driving
it and taking it to the basket," said URI
Head Coach Jim Baron. "Council makes
guys better. Brooks makes guys better.
They're both unselfish."
Council led Providence with 10
assists, just one short of tying the entire
Rams team, which had 11.
"Vincent is a special player," said
Friars Head Coach Keno Davis. "It's
very nice when you play a pressing
team to play a player that you have
confidence in; that I don't have to have
a whole lot of game plan other than
'get him the ball.'"
Council's play was a major factor in
Providence's win, but the Rams did not
go down without a fight. Providence
jumped out to an early 6-0 lead, but
after four minutes, the Rams had
clawed back to make the game 6-5 by
the middle of the half. URI's Delroy
James had a team-high 25 points, and
grabbed seven rebounds, five of which
were offensive.
The
momentum
turned
in
Providence's favor around the 8:00
mark of the first half, when Bilal Dixon
'13 blocked a shot of the Rams' Marquis
Jones. From there, the Friars then went
on an 11-3 run, and found themselves

up 39-28. Dixon had a career-high six
blocks in the game and 12 rebounds,
which was a major factor in PC's out
rebounding the Rams.
Both teams used the full court
press in the early going, but it proved
largely ineffective for both. Council's
quickness easily overpowered the
Rams, which led Coach Baron to
change his game plan in the second
half, but the change did little to
contain the Friars' explosive offense.
"[Our speed] is one of the things that
gives us a chance to be really good in the
future," said Coach Davis. "If we learn
how to use [our speed] ... we could
cause some problems down the road."
Providence came out firing in
the second half, and the offense was
sparked by a Gerard Coleman '14
dunk after a pass from Council only 13
seconds into the half. Coleman had 17
points in the game.
Another 11-3 point swing in
Providence's favor had the Friars
leading 60-44 by the 12:09 mark of the
second half.
A flurry of fouls followed in the
second half, thanks in large part to
Providence's quickness. The Friars
did not disappoint from the line. They
shot 76.5 percent from the charity
stripe, led by Brooks, who went 12-14
from the line.
Providence led by 17 points late
in the second half, by which time it
became clear that a win was well within
reach. Coleman had a dunk with 36
seconds remaining, which sealed the
deal for the Friars.
The win was a crucial victory for
Providence in a game with bragging
rights on the line and all eyes on the
top collegiate basketball teams in the
state. From start to finish, the game
had a tournament feel to it, and the
Friars responded like a tournament
team. Perhaps even more importantly,
the Friars shouldered the load quite
evenly, with four players scoring in
double digits, and Duke Mondy '13
putting up nine.
"Our story right now is how hard
we work as a team," said Coach Davis.
"And that's something to be proud of
as a coach."

Got a Minute?
Alexis Smith ’12 catches up with Tim Army ’85, Head Coach of the Men’s Hockey Team.

Must-See TV: Mad Men
Karaoke Song: "Let it Be"
Mall Guilty Pleasure: Brooks Brothers
East Providence, R.I. Dream Date: My wife, Sue, at the
Little Inn.
Late Night Snack: Frosted Flakes
Surprising Skill: Baking Cakes
Must-See Entertainer: Bob Dylan
Food He Can't Stand: Ham
Tim Army
Head Coach
Men's Hockey

HOOPS: Bama Up Next
continued from back page

The final score was 91-64 in the
Friars' favor. In yet another tale of
two halves, PC's hot shooting and
increased intensity during the second
half propelled them to a decisive
victory. Council finished the game with
16 assists, tying the PC school single
game record set by Vin Ernst in 1963. "I
think it's an amazing number to have
16 assists," said Davis. "It says a lot
about him, that he's going to try to lead
the Big East in assists this year: a very
unselfish category. He's one of those
guys truly concerned about winning
games. He's a winner." Council also
scored 20 points to record his third
double-double of the season.
Also for the Friars, Kadeem Batts
'14 scored 10 points, including two

racked up 12 rebounds. "I didn't
know how the year was going to
go," said Council. "I didn't know
how the freshmen were going to
play. But they're stepping up." If the
Friars continue to play the way they
did during the first half, they will
undoubtedly be slaughtered once
Big East play begins, but if they play
the way they did during the second
half, they have a chance to make some
noise in the conference and make a
run towards the NCAA tournament.
The Friars host the University of
Alabama on Saturday, Dec. 11, at the
Dunkin' Donuts Center in downtown
Providence.
Coming of their lastsecond lost to Boston College, hopefully
the Friars will be able to rebound with
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HOCKEY: Respite in Sight
continued from back page

5-1 triumph, sprinkling their last two
insurance goals on two unmistakably
energetic plays within the final four
minutes.
When they were a little less ripe in the
skates, sticks, and sense of urgency, these
Friars had a habit of spilling precious
points against statistically second-rate
opponents. But last weekend, facing two
sub-.500 visitors from New Hampshire
and UConn, they did anything but
treat Genevieve Lacasse's '12 net like a
Salvation Army kettle.
In all six periods, PC either matched
or surpassed the opposition in the
way of shots on goal. The Friars outdisciplined their two visitors, paying
a cumulative four trips to the sin bin
while drawing eight power plays.
They won the weekend's two third
periods by a combined score of 5-1.
"Very impressed with the way we
played. Those teams are better than
their records show," said Head Coach
Bob Deraney. "We're a pretty good
team, that's what it's showing, and I
think our conditioning is very good
in that we're pretty good closers right
now. At the beginning of the year, we
weren't closing games out as cleanly
or as efficiently as I thought we could,
and we're doing that now."
Apart from a mildly numb lift-off on
Saturday, which had them trailing the
Wildcats 1-0 after the first period, the
Friars flexed a formula that now has them
savoring the No. 8 record in the country
along with the nation's eighth best offense
(3.26 goals per game) and ninth-ranked
defense (1.89 goals against).
The usual suspects from a tireless top
six, along with point-based puckslinger
Jen Friedman '12, saturated Saturday's
scoresheet en route to the 4-2 triumph.
Winger Corinne Buie '14 charged up a
playmaker hat trick while top Kate Bacon
'12 garnered a goal and assist.
Bacon and Buie collaborated in settingup
Friedman's game-winner, a straightaway
slapper over the blocker of Wildcats goalie
Kayley Herman at 3:30 of the third period.
On Sunday, the range of producers
expanded. After Buie and Bacon struck,
at 6:19 of the first and 0:48 of the second
respectively, to sculpt a 2-0 edge, Nicole
Anderson T3 had her long-awaited turn.
Anderson, pointless in her previous

COURTESY OF SPORTS INFO

Kate Bacon ’12 scored her 14th goal of the
season against UConn on Sunday, Dec. 5.

10 games after logging a 3-4-7 transcript
in the first four weeks of October,
pounced on a misguided Huskies' pass
in her own zone, traveled up the far
wall, and zapped home PC's third goal
at 7:46 of the closing frame.
After the Huskies bit into the deficit
via Taylor Gross at 9:37, Alyse Ruff '11
made it 4-1 at 16:09 by snagging Riley's
pass from the point and shoveling it over
sprawled UConn stopper Alexandra
Garcia.
Three minutes later, with the
game all but out of reach, Anderson
connected again, polishing off a setup
from defender Rebecca Morse '14, who
only got the puck after Jessie Vella '13
had toured it around the cage and a
drained pack of Huskies.
"It was great," Anderson said.
"We didn't stop at all. It was a full 60
minutes of excellent hockey."
They can stop and reflect now.
"I think it's a well-earned break,"
said Deraney. "But it's also an
opportunity for us to get even better.
We learned a lot about ourselves in the
first half here. We have to increase our
conditioning and also some systematic
and technical plays. We're really
looking forward to using the next four
weeks as a great benefit to springboard
us into a terrific second half."

SWIM: 29 Set for Big East
continued from back page
a great job in showing them the way we
do things. That's what a good program
does: improve the people who are
already part of the program, and attract
talented newcomers."
The first place finish at the Invitational
was in every way a total team effort, but
the win came down to the wire. A solid
showing was required of the B 400-yard
freestyle relay team in the last event
of the meet. Brian Silva '11 swam the
anchor leg and turned in a 49.45 second
split which was good for fifth place in
the race and first place in the meet.
"Brian had a tremendous meet,"
said Coach O'Neill. "In the last relay,
he was on the end of the B relay team,
and really brought it home. It really
came down to the last event."
Silva on the men's side, along with
Courtney Larcom '11 and Alexis Fatigati
'11 on the women's side, have been the
leaders of this team, which seems to be
peaking at just the right time.
Larcom earned a commanding
win in the 1650-yard freestyle by 12
seconds and took third place in the
100 free. Fatigati followed suit with
a second place finish in the 500-yard
freestyle. By all accounts, distance
swimming is the great strength of the
women's team.
Kelly Hall '14 had an impressive
meet as well. Hall took second place in
11. .
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400-yard IM. Allie Black '13 and Amy
Fracker '13 continued their banner
seasons on the diving front. Black took
second place and Fracker took third in
the 1-meter diving.
The women's team finished in second
place with 635 points behind Rhode
Island, which had 837. This impressive
showing is the result of a sustained
period of diligence and training.
"We started with the first event of
the meet, the women's medley relay,
and we never stopped," said Coach
O'Neill. "We kept the ball rolling.
Everybody got in and got after it. It
was the culmination of a three month
training plan."
And that culmination manifests itself in
the list of 29 individuals who have qualified
for the Big East Championship Meet in
Louisville, Ky., in February. This Friar
contingency already exceeds last year's
count by eight.
The team will enjoy a much-deserved
break from competition until Saturday,
Jan. 15 for a dual meet at Maine. But the
Friars will be training as hard as ever
between now and then.
"Everyone is continuing to practice
harder and harder and making major
improvements," said Casciano.
Normal practices during the remaining
weeks of December will be followed
by the team's winter training trip to St.
'T’l-_________
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The

Yankees Have
Jeter and Rivera
Beneath the Tree

SPORTBOSS
with Chris Torello

Commentary
The New York Yankees have been
in pursuit of free agent pitcher Cliff
Lee ever since they watched the Texas
Rangers win the pennant right in front
of them. They have had visions of Lee
dominating in pinstripes. The crafty
lefty would be a great gift under the
tree this Christmas.
But the Yankees have already
purchased two gifts that may just
topple the most expensive one.
The Yankees resigned veterans
Derek Jeter and Mariano Rivera
over this past weekend. Rivera, the
greatest closer in post-season history,
agreed to a two-year deal that will
bring him $30 million. Jeter, who
has branded names such as Captain
Clutch and Mr. November, finalized
a three-year deal worth $51 million,
with a fourth-year option installed in
the deal.
The inevitability of these two deals
is not surprising. All along it was a
certainty that these two future Hall-ofFamers would be wearing pinstripes
next season.
The surprise was the way the Yankees'
Front Office dealt with both stars.
Rivera was given the ability to field
offers from other teams, just as he
was able to do three years ago. This
time around, Rivera actually fielded

a serious offer from the Boston Red
Sox. The offer was the same as New
York's 2-year, $30 million offer. The
shock waves did not have time to hit
most fans as it was quickly announced
that Rivera would be returning to the
House that Steinbrenner built.
However, it is still surprising that
Rivera wouldn't return to the Yankees
and ask for a small bump that would
increase his total salary. No matter
the reason, the Yankee brass got two
more years out of Rivera and kept his
annual salary the same at $15 million
per season.
Jeter was a different story. For the
first time in his career, Derek Jeter
experienced free agency —and he did
not like it one bit.
Jeter, who was coming off his
worst offensive season in the majors,
was under the impression that the
negotiations would be kept private —
just the way the Yankee shortstop
likes it.
He was wrong.
In the past two weeks, a story
cropped up somewhere that reported
the negotiations between the two sides.
Jeter was pushing for more years and
more dollars.
Words like "greedy," "demanding,"
and "delusional" were used to describe
the most quiet, selfless, and respected
Yankee over the last 15 seasons (no
disrespect to Andy, Mo, and Jorge).

Yankee General Manager Brian
Cashman presented Jeter with a threeyear, $45 million offer. Jeter was not
happy. Cashman's next move was telling
the face of the franchise to "test the
market" and then come back to the table.
It was like telling a little kid that they
had to be grateful for their Christmas
gifts or be ready to find a lump of coal in
their stocking come Christmas morning.
Jeter did not go out and publicly
criticize the team he has loved since he
was a little boy, watching the Yankees
in his cousin's house during those hot
summers in New Jersey. He just let
them talk and wait.
He never contacted another team.
He told his agent not to allow other
teams to present him with offers. Jeter
wanted to remain a Yankee.
When the deal was finalized,
the only thing that was certain was
that Jeter and the Yankees would be
together for at least three more seasons
(with the possibility of a fourth one).
Will they be the same as the past 15
seasons? No.
Jeter feels wronged, and the Yankees
feel like they just bought a flat screen
television at Black Friday value.
But it's done.
The Yankees are far from putting
away the checkbook this winter, but they
know that they have gotten two of the
most important items on their Christmas
list crossed off and under the tree.
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Friars Gear Up for Big East Play at Brown Bear Classic
by Dan McNamara '13
Sports Staff

Women’s Basketball

,

-

Head Coach Phil Seymore did not
have to worry about preaching defense
to his squad at halftime of the Friars'
first game at the Brown Bear Classic.
By intermission, the Friars held a 29-10
lead against the host Brown Bears.
Some coaches like to use the
analogy that goes a little something
like this: "We put on our shorts the
same way, put our jerseys on the
same way, and tie our shoes the same
way." The Friars did not get that
memo for the Brown game, as they
put on a novel uniform complete
with defensive shorts, offensive
jerseys, and running shoes. The Friars
broke it wide open early on as they
ran and jumped to a 25-7 lead by the
four-minute media time out behind
four straight trey bombs. Rachel
Barnes' '12 was the director of the
bomb squad for two treys in the early
offensive charge. Danielle Pearson '14
added the other one from behind the
arc during that run.
With this onslaught of threes
against Brown, the Friars led a 16-2
scoring run that took them into the
half. Barnes scored nine in the half for
the Friars—just one point less than
the entire Bears team.
There was no give in their
sneakers in the second half, as the
Friars maintained their hearty lead
throughout. Mi-Khida Hankins '11
scored seven of her 11 points in the
second half. The Friars also got a solid
performance from Teya Wright '11 as
she was able to net 11 points of her
own. The Friars outscored the Bears
26-20 in the second half on their way
to their 55-30 victory. The Friars held
ll,.. D_ _ -------------- „ 05 O____ __ 1 C____
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Mi-Khida Hankins grabbed a team-high eight rebounds for Providence in the Friars’ loss to the
Florida Gators. Florida won the battle of the boards, 38-30.

the field including a 1-7 showing from
behind the arc. For the game, the Friars
shot 35.3 percent from three-point
range and 31.3 percent from the field.
On the glass, the Friars out
rebounded the Bears by a mark of 53-

the team with eight boards apiece.
The Friars were back at the Pizzitola
Sports Center at the center of the Brown
University campus this past Saturday
as they faced the Florida Gators. For
the first 10 minutes of the game, the

a 14-14 tie into a time out. From there,
the Gators netted eight straight points
to put the Friars in a hole. After an
Okafor bucket, the Gators closed the
half out with a 17-10 run and the Friars
trailed 39-26 by intermission.
The Friars had eight scorers crack
the scorecard in the first half, which
was the most they had all year. Okafor
led the team with six points in the first
20 minutes of play. The Friars opened
up the second half quite sluggishly
and were down by 20 points (48-28)
with 13:41 to play in the game. After a
time out, the Friars went on a 9-2 run
of their own to cut the lead to thirteen
(50-37). With the Friars trailing again,
a pair of Miranda Tate '12 buckets and
another trey bomb from Chandler
McCabe T2 cut the Gators' lead to 12.
With 3:18 to go in the game and the
Friars down 62-51, the Gators opened
up the scoreboard and pulled ahead for
good as the Friars fell by a final score of
73-56. For the Friars, Tate was the only
player to reach double digits scoring
11 points, while Barnes finished with
nine.
The Friars caught a very good
team on a hot streak on a chilly day in
Providence. Despite losing to Florida,
the Friars played well and can certainly
take something away from the game
as they prepare for the beginning of
the conference season later this week
against Notre Dame.
"We are a young team that will
gain experience each game," said
Friars Head Coach Phil Seymore.
"If we can improve the little things
each game, we can be a very good
basketball team."
Notre Dame leads the country
in steals per game and plays a very
scrappy style of basketball that helps
them score a good majority of their
points. They rank 11th in the country
in scoring offense with 84.2 points per

